University of San Diego

Digital USD
USD Vista

USD News

2-10-2011

Vista: February 10, 2011
University of San Diego

Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista

Digital USD Citation
University of San Diego, "Vista: February 10, 2011" (2011). USD Vista. 638.
https://digital.sandiego.edu/vista/638

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted
for inclusion in USD Vista by an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact
digital@sandiego.edu.

THE VISTA

VOLUME 48 ISSUE 15

THE UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO
WWW.THEUSDVISTA.COM

ESTABLISHED IN 1968

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Student laundry business left out to dry

Bernadette Smith/The Vista

FROM LEFT: Co-founders of theTorero Laundry Team, seniors Nicky Zier, Andrew O'Such and Chad Manning, work on their business
plan in an IPJ classroom.

By Chelsea Robinson
When Chad Manning began
his senior year at USD, he was a
young entrepreneur with a vision:
to provide the university's students
with a convenient and cheap laundry
service. He developed the idea to
begin a student-run laundry service
company at the beginning of last
summer. Along with fellow seniors
Nicky Zier, Andrew O'Such and Sami
Zadi, Manning established the Torero
Laundry Team.
In August, Manning learned from
USD Torero Store Director, Kathy
Missell, that Auxiliary Services
was taking bids for a new laundry
service on campus. The team drafted
a proposal to present to Auxiliary
Services within one week. What
started out as a run for a bid revealed

more about USD than either Manning
or Zaidi expected- the Torero Laundry
team was not completely alone in its
efforts.
Manning, O'Such. Zier and Zaidi
enlisted help from the vice president of
marketing, Tim O'Malley, who set up
a meeting with Admiral Herring, the
vice president of operations. Herring
gave the team solid advice, telling
them that they needed to increase their
revenue share with USD from 6 to 8
percent.
"After the meeting, I thought we
had a great chance," Manning said.
"When we got in front of Auxiliary
Services, that feeling changed."
After not hearing back from
Auxiliary
Services
by
midSeptember, the team was told they had
to resubmif"a bid and serid,Th"ah6tKer>
formal proposal. They presented the itrevised plan to Andre Mallie, Director

of Auxiliary Services. Applying
everything they learned from their
business classes, the team showed
their commitment by presenting a
work force, insurance, a legitimate
contract with an established laundry
company since 1964, a van and
laundry bags. On top of that* they
already had paying customers, which
they were forced to turn away because
they were not yet hired.
"We had all of our bases covered,"
Manning said.
Auxiliary Services told the team
that they would hear back within a
week to let them know their standing.
A month and three weeks later, Mallie
sent an email stating that Torero
Laundry was not chosen for the bid.
An explanation as to why they did
not win the bid was absent. Instead.
Auxiliary Servic&f chose California
Suds, a small, established company,

and the Torero Laundry team was left
with bitter feelings.
"We did not have the experience
of a much larger company or one with
a proven track record," Manning said.
"Because we were students, we did
not get the bid."
Manning said that he felt led
on the entire time. It came down to
a simple business decision - either
shut the company down and take their
losses, or go forward 100 percent.
They had enough resources and a
website to launch the service. At the
fall Alcala Bazaar, they had T-shirts,
flyers and a booth, and they did all of
their own marketing.
Manning was confident in their
business proposition. "We were
selling the experience for USD
students, something that they could
find nowhere else," he said.
Manning also believes that USD
was worried about the turnover rate
when he and his senior counterparts
left the company. "We set up a
recruiting process through the Student
Business Council,"
International
he said. "We had the resources to
maintain the business, and would
have, in turn, created around 10
student jobs."
Furthermore, Auxiliary Services
controls all of the university's revenue
outside of tuition. "They only look
at the bottom line," Manning said,
"not a triple bottom line." While
Manning feels that he had the support
of the marketing and operations
departments, it was Auxiliary Services
that made the final laundry contract
decision.
Manning said that the Torero
Laundry team was trying to give
back to the school. There is currently
no company run by students that the
school supports. "We would not have
competed with any service rendered
by USD - we would have offered the
best," he said. "It's just really sad."
Meanwhile, the company that
won, California Suds, has caught
the university's eye by marketing
their services around campus. They

See LAUNDRY, Page 2

Professors Two part event hosts gay rights VIPs
ruminate
on Egypt
By Sara Johnson
Amidst the swarm of protests
and political unrest in Egypt, the Kroc
Institute for Peace and Justice Studies
held a conference to discuss the best
possible outcomes for the country's
future.
The IPJ Daylight Series presented
"Egypt in Crisis: Perils and Prospects"
last Thursday during dead hours,
and nearly 200 campus community
members were in attendance. The goal
of the talk was to address questions such
as: Will the Mubarak regime remain in
power, and for how long? Who, exactly,
is leading the movement to oust him?;
and, what are the implications for the
Middle East?
Mediated by Milburn Line, director
of the IPJ, the discussion featured two
USD faculty members with extensive
knowledge on the crisis: NeclaTschirgi,
Ph.D., professor of practice, human
security and peacebuilding, and Avi
Spiegel, Ph.D., professor of political
science and international relations.
Tschirgi opened the discussion by
presenting her views on the causes of
the crisis. She believes that the uprising
in Egypt was entirely predictable
because it was "inevitable." Tschirgi
offered a list of reasons for her claim,
citing several political factors such
as a rising wealth disparity, harsh
economic conditions, a large under-25
youth population, shameless corruption
within the Egyptian government and a
declining power foothold in the Arab
political realm. Tschirgi noted that
Mubarak's stronghold is an autocratic
regime entirely cut off from its people
with a lack of accountability.
"Yet, somehow, the regime seemed
stable," Tschirgi said. "As Mubarak
groomed his son to take over at the 2013
presidential elections."

See EGYPT, Page 2

The Vista's
favorite Instant
Netflix picks
By Kaitlin Perry
and Gabrielle Obeji
Don't want to spend your time
rummaging the Internet for reviews
on Netflix's vast array of movies?
Our writers have chosen several films
available to view on Netflix Watch

See FLIX, Page 12

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Men s basketball
cannot ride the
wave to shore
By Joseph Shoen
The USD men's basketball team
was seconds away from recording
their first two-game winning streak of
the season this past weekend. Instead,
they were left with nothing but a
reminder of how rough things have
been this year.
Two nights after earning their
first West Coast Conference win over
LMU 66-63, USD found itself at the

See BASKET, Page 17
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Stuart Milk, pictured above at the San Diego LGBT Pride Parade held July 17, 2010, will come to campus for a meet-and-greet on Feb. 24
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the IPJ.

Activist Stuart
Milk will visit
campus to
discuss uncle s
legacy
By Alex Bozich
USD PRIDE is hosting a screening
of the Academy Award-winning film.

IN THIS ISSUE

"Milk," to prepare campus for the
arrival of civil rights leader and gay
rights activist Stuart Milk. Milk is the
nephew of famed activist Harvey Milk,
who was the first openly gay elected
official in the United States. Stuart
Milk was 17 years old when his uncle
was assassinated, and he has dedicated
his life's work to spreading his uncle's
legacy.
The preparatory event will be
held on Friday, Feb. 18 from 6 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. in UC Forum C, and is cosponsored by USD Young Democrats,
USD PRIDE Law,Torero Programming
Board and Rainbow Educators. A panel
discussion will initiate dialogue about
the LGBT community and civil rights

FMyCampus
worse than
Gossip Girl

and will be led by distinguished guests
Lisa Sanders, the openly gay daughter
of San Diego Mayor, Jerry Sanders, City
Commissioner Nicole Murray Ramirez
and USD professor of sociology Judith
Liu, Ph.D. A screening of "Milk"
will follow, along with refreshments.
According to PRIDE, the film is being
shown to educate the USD community
on the Milk story.
A week after the film's screening,
on Feb. 24, there will be a meet-andgreet reception in the IPJ from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Many gay rights activists
from the San Diego area will be in

FMyCampus, a new college
networking site created to address
campus issues, was recently launced.
According to Jonnathan Coleman, a
representative from FMyCampus.com,
USD has been selected as one of the
first colleges to participate in the new
website.

See MILK, Page 3

See EMC, Page 6
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NEWS
Students reactto Brazil's president USD hosts
EDITOR

Bernadette Smith

bsmith@u.idrisl a.com

panel on
Egypt

Bv Rafael Crescendo
Dilma Rousseff made history
when she became the first female
president of Brazil, but USD
students native to the country have
expressed their distrust of the new
administration. Rousseff, a member
of the Workers' Party, referred to as
PT, was elected in October of last year
and succeeded President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva at her inauguration on
Jan. 1,2011.
This is the first time Rousseff,
age 62, has been elected to an official
position. According to The New York
Times, her political involvement
began during the armed conflict
against the military regime, which
ended with her imprisonment and
torture in the early 1970s.
Rousseff's administration took
over the country with a stable economy
and strong prospects for expansion,
but also with a multitude of problems,
like social inequality, corruption and
a poor education system. The poor
education system limits the growth of
economy and could prevent Brazil, a
developing country, from becoming a
super power.
Brazilian students at USD have
expressed their dislike of the new
administration. "President Rousseff
needs to focus more on the educational
system than the economy in order for
Brazil to make real progress," senior
Marcelo Carminatti said.
Many Brazilian students agree
that the practices begun by da Silva,
such as the Bolsa Familia, were more
for political scheming than for the
benefit of the country's poor.
According to the Brazilian
newspaper, .O Globo, the Bolsa
Familia is a financial incentive in
which the government distributes
$115 to each underprivileged family
that has their children enrolled
in school. School attendance is a
requirement to receive the money.
Proponents of Bolsa Familia
argue that the stipend is necessary
to alleviate poverty in the nation.
Others argue that it is a scheme for the
Workers' Party to gain votes, since
the education system, which requires
enrollment, is still inefficient and
underfunded. O Globo also reported
that families enrolled in the program

EGYPT, continued from Front Page
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ABOVE: Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff speaks a t a health conference on Feb. 3.
BELOW: Rousseff is the first female t o hold the presidency in Brazil, and was inaugurated on Jan. 1, 2011.

make their children go to school and,
after attendance is taken, many of the
children leave.
"The most important issue now
is what President Rousseff will do to
improve the educational system in the
country," junior Ana Tosi said.
The policy challenges facing
Rousseff
are also intimidating.
According to O Globo, Rousseff
must accommodate the interests of a
broad base of support, since she was
elected with the support of 10 parties,
including the Brazilian Democratic
Movement Party, the PT's main
political ally.
According
to the Superior
Electoral Court, the PT is the largest
political party in Brazil, having won
more than 55 million votes in the
October 2010 election.
Rousseff
began
to
garner
attention about three years ago,
reported O Globo, when da Silva
selected her as his favorite to succeed
him. Rousseff's main campaign
strategy to win the electorate vote
was to use the high approval rating
of da Silva's administration. With
popularity at record levels. President
da Silva spared no efforts to play up
the political popularity of his favored
successor. In addition, he appeared
at numerous rallies and benefits, and
was considered the trump card of
Rousseff's election.

Stopand think
before you drink

By Bernadette Smith
Many people aren't aware of
the number of calories they consume
daily simply through drinks. With the
plethora of sodas, juices, alcohols, teas
and coffee-concoctions one comes into
contact with every day, it's hard not to
engage in a little liquid indulgence. The
problem with drinking calories is the
lack of feeling or thought that goes into
it. For many people, dieters included,
healthy eating is a sort of mind game
that requires a little bit of math, and
strategic planning. A breakfast of two
eggs and a piece of toast, about 275
calories, is going to feel more hearty
in your stomach than will a 16 oz.
Odwalla, also about 275 calories.
Of course, for the days when you
are on the go and there isn't time to
whip up an omelette, a smoothie is the
next best choice. As a rule, however,
solid food will serve you better in the
long run, simply because your mind
will feel like you've consumed food
with substance.
According to the Indiana Public
Media, a study was done to test if
individuals who consumed excess
calories from liquids would compensate
by decreasing their calorie consumption
later in the day. Researchers had
individuals consume an extra 450
calories in the morning, some via solid
food and others via liquid. The study
found that individuals who ate the
solid food did compensate for the extra
intake, consuming 300 calories less
during the day, while individuals who
drank the liquid did not compensate.
This same principle is responsible
for the mass amount of excess calories
Americans consume through liquids.
CNN Health reported that Americans
drank four times more milk than soda

in the 1950s, and today that number
has reversed completely. Grist.com
places the average soda consumption
at one gallon per week, which equates
to almost two 2-liter soda bottles every
seven days. In addition, the average
standard-sized
alcoholic
beverage
contains anywhere from 100 to 500
calories, with beers on the low end
and mixed drinks near the top. When
combined with the weekly, if not daily,
American obsession with Starbucks
coffee drinks, the calorie count is not
so pretty.
Here is a theoretical breakdown
for one week: five sodas at 150 calories
each, plus five alcoholic beverages at
200 calories each, plus two Starbucks
beverages at 300 calories each, plus
two bottled teas at 100 calories each,
plus three fruit juices at 125 calories
each, equals 2,925 calories. Based on a
2,000 calorie-a-day diet, this means that
liquids would account for almost 25
percent of your weekly calories. Most
of us, however, are not even aware of,
let alone compensate for. this excess
consumption of calories.
Companies like V8 have made it
an advertising priority to proclaim the
fruit and vegetable content of their
beverages, claiming their products
offer a great way to "reach 5-a-day."
What they don't say is that juicing
actually concentrates the sugars of
fruits and vegetables, producing a drink
with far more calories than what an
actual whole fruit or vegetable would
contain. Additionally, the juicing
process largely removes the natural
fiber content of fruits and vegetables,
because the majority of fiber is found
in the skins. The skins are tougher and
more dense than the fleshy fruit inside,
and as a result contain more insoluble,
or stronger, fiber.
For the times when you're craving
a more exciting beverage than water, I
suggest mixing it up with a few lowcalorie tricks. Add one part club soda
or mineral water to one part of your
favorite fruit juice. This way, you still
get the bubbly satisfaction of a soda
without the calories, while diluting the
sugar from the fruit juice at the same
time. For a list of great-tasting and lowcalorie mocktails, visit LiveStrong.
com.

According to O
Globo, Rousseff had
to fend off accusations
an
alleged
about
scheme during her
campaign, involving
her right-hand man
and
successor
in
the House, Erenice
Guerra.
Just weeks before
the October election,
Rousseff lost favor
with voters, and the
scheme is considered
partly to blame.
Rousseff
also
struggled to secure
votes
from
the
religious community,
as
comments from
the former minister
in favor of legalized
abortion
raised
concerns. Rousseff's
campaign
members
scrambled to suppress
the comments.
According
to
O Globo, Rousseff
promised to eradicate
poverty during her opening address
to

parliament

earlier

this

year.

"It is shameful that there are still
people who go hungry," Rousseff
said. "Overcoming poverty is not
a deliberate act, but a conscious
economic policy."
Rousseff also reaffirmed her
commitment to creating economic
stability and a policy of raising
the minimum wage. "We will not
allow inflation to return to erode our
economic fabric and penalize the
poor," she said.
The continuation and expansion
of projects created over the past eight
years, such as Bolsa Familia and
the Growth Acceleration Program,
seem to be Rousseff's focus.

Fox News reported that Rousseff
praised the achievements of da
Silva's
administration,
including
the discharge of the Brazilian debt
with the International Monetary
Fund. According to CNN, Brazil has
quickly become a major player in
world politics and one of the world's
10 largest economies ranked by GDP.
The International Monetary Fund's
2011 economic outlook states that
Brazil's economy is expected to grow
more than 5 percent faster than many
developed nations, including the U.S.
Brazilian natives wait to see what
President Rousseff can do in a country
that is growing every day, Brazilian
natives wait to see what President
Rousseff can do.

Tschirgi followed this point
with a troubling question,"Why has
dynastic succession become the
norm [in the Arab world]?" She felt
that instead of expecting change
from the dictator in power, the rest
of the world only anticipates reform
from sons of dictators.
Tschirgi also addressed media
reporting and the role it has played
in the uprising, giving accolades to
Al-Jazeera's coverage of the events
unfolding in Egypt. "It was difficult
to imagine what could actually bring
down the Mubarak regime," she said.
"But clearly Egyptians decided that
it was possible to Oust the repressive
regime."
For the last two decades,
Tschirgi has kept a close eye on
Egyptian politics. She worked at the
American University in Cairo as an
adjunct professor, and also served
as coordinator for the Middle East
Research
Competition
program.
She cites the triggers of the current
crisis as effects of the Tunisian
demonstrations
and
how
they
affected the mindset of Egyptians.
Following Tschirgi's discussion,
Spiegel
presented his personal
opinions on the political unrest.
Spiegel has a unique background
in Middle East relations: he studied
Middle Eastern politics at Oxford
University and recently completed a
book on Islamic politics.
Spiegel stated that most people
see government as having to make
a choice between stability and
democracy, but this is in fact a false
choice.
He explained it is important to
note that the Muslim Brotherhood is
a group that has renounced violence,
with the exception of A1 Qaeda, a
faction that they long ago dismissed,
and that the Brotherhood is not nearly
as powerful as the West is inatle to
believe. He stated that the Muslim
Brotherhood will have a limited role
in whatever new government Egypt
chooses to pursue.
Spiegel also made predictions
for Egypt's future, saying the U.S.
will have a diminished role in the
Middle East for years to come.
He predicted one of two types of
government: a new regime in theory,
but not in shape, or a temporary
steward to function as the head of
the government until free and fair
elections are formed.
"Monarchies of the Middle East
will never fall," Spiegel said. "But
instead, they will only fade."

J
Hailey Means/The Vista

After the Torero LaundryTeam lost a bid t o provide campus laundry services in November 2010, California S u d s h a s stepped in.

California Suds beats student laundry
LAUNDRY, continued from Front Page
are featured on the USDToreroStores.
com website, offering semester plans
based on pounds of clothing per
week. California Suds assures that
the customer will not have to worry
about separating laundry or folding,
and they also offer a per-item dry
cleaning service. Additionally, they
have a tab that describes their ecofriendly practices. Manning explained
that Torero Laundry offered similar
benefits, and he does not know what
differentiated California Suds from his
own company.
While the loss is disappointing,
Manning admits that he learned
invaluable
information from
the

process. "Torero Laundry was more
of a vehicle for students to put the
theories they learn in school into
practice," he said. "We weren't trying
to make money or have profits; in fact,
our profits would go completely into a
scholarship fund. This was all in our
formal proposal."
He feels that the knowledge he
gained from the experience puts him
ahead of his fellow undergraduates. In
fact, Torero Laundry is the reason he
got his current job. "Putting theory into
practice gives you a whole new degree
of understanding," Manning said. "It
shows 'how the dots connect to each
other,' as Professor Barkacs would say."
So what happens now for Torero
Laundry? Manning shook his head
solemnly as he said, "The company is

disbanded. We had to do it because of
tax purposes and we weren't making
any money. There was no real point
anymore. If the school won't believe in
its own students, why should any other
employer?"
The university assures that the
students were not discredited simply
because they were students. When
contacted about the bid process, Mallie
released a statement: "The best suited
vendor was selected to provide this new
service to the campus community. The
new vendor brings a well of experience
specifics to the campus laundry business
and to USD."
While the commitment to student
entrepreneurial efforts remains that
unclear, the fact remains sometimes
even trying and failing has its benefits.
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"In our struggle for freedom, truth is the only weapon we possess."
- DALAI LAMA

AS allots
$15,000 for
research

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT
February 2 - February 7

February 4, 2011
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Location: CUYAMACA,/
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February 4, 2011 \

By Nazin Sedehi

Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA

^

At 8:13 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
suspicious circumstances. Upoh investigation, two
male subjects not affiliated with USD were found so
liciting Union Tribune subscriptions to students. They
did not have permission from the university and were
therefore asked to leave. The subjects left the area
with no further incident.

February 4, 2011
Location: MISSION CROSSROADS
At 9:15 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of
an intoxicated student. Upon investigation, the stu
dent was determined to be too intoxicated to care for
herself and was voluntarily transported to detox.

February 4, 2011
Location: MAHER HALL
At 10:20 p.m. resident assistants cited three students
for minor in possession of alcohol, and eight students
for being in the presence of alcohol.

At 11:05 p.m. Resident Assistants cited four students
for being in the presence of alcohol, one student for
Minor in Possession of alcohol and one student for
furnishing alcohol to minors.

February 5, 2011
Location: MISSIONS B LOT
At 11:05 p.m. resident assistants cited four students
for being in the presence of alcohol, one student for
minor in possession of alcohol and one student for
furnishing alcohol to minors.

February 6, 2011
Location: SAN BUENAVENTURA
At 11:39 a.m. Public Safety responded to a fire alarm.
Upon investigation, it Was determined that the alarm
was activated due to the resident smoking marijuana
in his residence hall, There was no sign of smoke or
fire in the area and no damage occurred. During an
authorized room search, a pellet gun was also found
and confiscated.

Student research starts with mutual interest
By Brittany Ramchandani
There
are
many
research
opportunities available for USD
students to get involved in as part of
collaborative work with professors.
While research may be commonly
geared toward science majors, it can

496, the undergraduate research class.
The Shiley Center for Science and
Technology also holds a SciMix each
semester, where professors display
posters of their research projects to
share with the USD community. The
spring 2011 "Sci Mix" will be held on
March 22 in the SCST atrium.
Amanda
Walker,
a
junior

pick a project that she liked. "My
research has given me a more handson experience in the lab," Walker
said, "and has helped me realize that
research is something that I would like
to do for the rest of my life."
Bolender also explained that the
political science and international
relations departments offer a capstone

be done by students of any major.

Getting started on research
projects is easier than many students
think. For students who do not have a
class geared toward research in their
majors,making contact with professors
in their designated field of interest
is the best way to start. Chemistry
professor and Director of the Honors
Program, James Bolender, Ph.D.,
recommends looking at professors'
websites as a first step. He explained
that students who find professors with
common research interests find the
process to be most rewarding.
USD's many different academic
departments have specific ways to
get started on research, as there is not
a single method for every discipline.
For chemistry students, it's vital
to find
professors whose research
interests match their own. After
making contact with a professor, the
next step would be to enroll in CHEM

Getting started on research projects
is easier than many students think. ^ ^
w w

chemistry major, has been working
with associate professor Peter Iovine,
Ph.D., since the summer of 2009 on
a project focused on boronic acid
end-functionalized polycaprolactone.
Walker is also working on a project
that involves making bacteria-resistant
thin films.
"I first got started by asking my
advisor about what opportunities were
available within the department over
the summer," she said, "and finding
out which professors had openings in
their groups."
She also mentioned that the spring
SciMix helped her learn more about
research groups and enabled her to

course to help students understand the
fundamentals of research, including
comprehending
literature,
data
analysis and statistical interpretation.
He advises contacting the department
chair, professor Mike Williams, Ph.D.,
for more details about the class.
"I know from my experience
from working with these students,"
Bolender said, "that they have one
professor for the lecture portion of
the class, and they choose a research
mentor to help guide them through the
idiosyncrasies of their interests."
In addition to opportunities for
conducting research with a professor,
there is also opportunity to receive

$15,000 in grant money.
Abe Ichinoe, who is in charge
of the grant approval process for
AS, provided some tips for students
looking to apply for the research grant.
Ichinoe, like Bolender, advises that
students look at faculty websites in
order to find the areas of interest they
share with professors, and then contact
the particular professor.
"For example," Ichinoe said. "I
would send an email to a professor
saying, 'Hey Dr. X, I was reading
over your research projects and was
interested in project Y. Would you
have any room in your lab/group for
a student researcher?' More often than
not, the professor will either take the
student or suggest another professor
more suitable to contact. Another
option is to ask their advisor."
Ichinoe also explained that the
best way to start finding
research
projects is to ask fellow students if they
are conducting research. "Research
happens in the world and it makes a
lot of things we see today possible,"
he said. "If the interest is already there,
it's a matter of what area of research
one wants to go into."
For more information on how
to get started, visit sandiego.edu/
academics/research_and_scholarship.

Activists to highlight "Harvey's Living Legacy"
MILK, continued from Front Page
attendance,
including
Human
Relations Commission Chair Bruce
Abrams, San Diego District Attorney
Bonnie Dumanis, the first openly gay
DA in the country, and the panelists
from the Feb. 18 event, Sanders and
Ramirez.
"I am very excited to be speaking
at USD," Sanders said. "I am honored
Joseph Rocha thought of me for the
'Harvey's Living Legacy' panel. I
plan to focus on hope, the current
gay movement, my family and how
Harvey's message has inspired me."
The reception will also include
a Q-and-A with distinguished guest,
Stuart Milk.
According to Milk's Facebook
page, he has worked with local and
national LGBT organizations on
six continents. Along with Anne
Kronenberg, Harvey Milk's good

friend and 1978 campaign manager,
Milk is the co-founder of the Harvey
Milk Foundation. He is an advocate
for not only the LGBT community, but
also for basic human rights, speaking
out for communities of people who
remain marginalized or oppressed by
unlawful inequality.
Joseph Rocha, president of vUSD
PRIDE, is a main organizer of the
event and is excited to have such a
highly-esteemed activist visit USD.
"Stuart Milk has taken his late
uncle, Harvey Milk's, dream of
equality
and
non-discrimination
global," he said. "His visit will be
a rare and exciting treat for USD
students committed to the university's
mission and vision of inclusion, and
the promotion of human dignity."
According to MilkFoundation.
org, the foundation's goals are to
empower local, regional, national and
global organizations to promote the
rights of the LGBT community. The
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foundation was established in memory
of Harvey Milk, and it envisions
governments that celebrate the rich
and universally empowering diversity
of humanity, where all individuals are
equal under the law.
The 2008 biographical film,
"Milk," portrays the triumphs and
tragedies of Harvey Milk, beginning
with his election to the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors in 1978, and
subsequent assassination 11 months
after taking office. The film starts on
Milk's 40th birthday in 1970, while
he is living in New York City. After
moving to San Francisco, Milk's
romantic life picks up alongside his
political career. "Milk" gives a realistic
portrayal of Milk's life, showing the
importance of all that he did for the
LGBT community.
When it was originally released
in 2008, producers intentionally
scheduled the premiere to coincide
with the California voter referendum
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on gay marriage, Proposition 8. Just
two weeks before voters went to the
poles on election day, "Milk" sparked
a discussion of the emotional and
political ramifications of gay rights.
The film was highly acclaimed
by critics and took home the 2009
Oscar for Best Original Screenplay. In
addition, actor Sean Penn, who played
the role of Milk, took home the award
for Best Actor in a Leading Role.
"Milk" was also nominated for seven
other Academy Awards, including
Best Picture.
After his untimely death, Milk's
nephew, Stuart, has continued his
uncle's legacy by promoting the
LGBT cause. He speaks around the
country discussing all that his uncle
did and why his life was so important
for the LGBT community across the
nation.
For more information on the
PRIDE event, visit Facebook and
search "Harvey's Living Legacy."
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Every
semester,
Associated
Students strives to provide funding for
student research. AS is ready to fund as
many projects as it can with $15,000.
"Academic research grants are
a great opportunity for students to
pursue academic avenues they wish
to individually pursue," said senior
Avery Durnan, AS Communications
Chair. "Last semester, the competition
was intense for the grants, and AS is
expecting an even better turn out this
semester."
Due to the AS restructure and
amendment of the bylaws, the
proposal selection process is slightly
changed. There is now peer reviewing
of proposals conducted by an honor
council of 14 students from the three
departments that submitted the highest
number of applications last year;
engineering, chemistry and art. The
process also includes advisor reviews
and consideration of departmentspecific academic rubrics as ways of
rating a proposal's strength.
Abe Ichinoe, senior and Director
of Academics for AS, was a main
organizer for the new process and
brought it to AS to vote on. Ichinoe
explained that the proposal system
mimics the way many professional
grants are awarded. "I wanted to
mirror how it's like in the real world,"
he said. "1 wanted to make sure voting
was impartial, so I took myself out of
the voting process."
The amount of funding awarded
is decided by the finance committee,
led by Lexie Malchione, senior and
finance chair. Malchione made sure to
keep the funding consistent with last
year's budget for research.
Ichinoe shared strategies for
students to create a winning application
for funding. Last fall, AS received 29
submissions for individual and group
research projects, totalling about 60
to 70 individuals. Ichinoe explained
that well-written proposals with good
recommendations and reviews are
more highly considered for grants.
In addition, Ichinoe notes that it is
important to submit proposals by the
deadline date.
"Last semester there was some
confusion about an extended deadline,"
Ichinoe said. "None of those proposals
got any funding. We gave the money
that was left to a proposal that had
been turned in on time."
A factor that determines funding
is something as simple, yet crucial,
as realistic planning. As a point of
comparison, Ichinoe illustrated what
poor proposals look like. "There are
some proposals that do not make
sense," he said. "You want to build a
spaceship with $1,000?"
Furthermore, Ichinoe says to
consider the proportion of money
requested in the proposal to the
limitations of the budget. At $15,000
total, a grant of a even a few thousand
dollars uses a sizable portion of the
funds.
Another tip? Be as specific as
possible about what the money is going
to be utilized for. Requesting extra
money for miscellaneous expenses
does not hold much weight with the
committee.
Malchione said it's vital for the
USD community to realize that the
money is available. "AS is constantly
reminding students that there are
all these resources available," she
said. "There's all this student access
to money that they want to be used
proactively."
After grant winners complete their
research, they often present at Creative
Collaborations, the Engineering Open
House, the Art Show or a student
research conference. AS asks for
progress reports throughout the
semester as a way to keep up with
grant winners. Ichinoe himself has
performed a great deal of research in
biochemistry, and considers the best
part to be "the end result. Also, if you
are working in a field of science," he
said, "getting published."
Applications for this semester are
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Intern Kim Gillie learns Internet marketing
By Annie Ferreira
In 2009, 95 percent of USD's
undergraduate
business
students
were employed within six months
after graduation. This statistic is not
only a result of USD's remarkable
undergraduate business program, but
also the outstanding internships that
USD students complete throughout their
four years in college.
USD senior Kimberly Gillie
recently landed a coveted internship
with a local company, Clarinova. Gillie
was searching for a marketing internship
when she stumbled upon the opportunity
posted on ToreroLink. The job offered
flexible hours and required a hard
working, dedicated student who was
willing to stretch their creative thinking.
Gillie applied, went through
three
interviews, and before she knew it, she
was the newest addition to the Clarinova
team.
Clarinova is a local software
company located in Encinitas, Calif.,
that was created by CEO Eric Busboom
and COO Scott Yankton. Clarinova's
software,
Front
Window
,helps
businesses strengthen their Internet
marketing. This is done by "fueling
organic search results," meaning local
retailers who carry a brand's product
will appear at the top of Google
search results, below sponsored search
results. This allows potential customers
interested in a particular product to see
where that item is available near them,
allowing them to see inventory before
going to the physical store. The software
is also supposed to increase a company's
return on investment (ROI) of their
social media blog and other online
communications by redistributing its
content among the web. This also
allows a brand to keep their most
current imagery, because the software
distributes it online.
Front Window is a systemized way
of developing directory sites for brands
in order to increase their visibility across
the web. Clarinova claims their unique
software "bridges the gap between
creating a brand and -making certain it
is well represented on retail websites
across the Internet." In order to better
visualize the way the process works,
Gillie walked me through a typical
scenario with one of their primary
clients, Sanuk shoes.
The process starts when the brand,
Sanuk, approachs Clarinova and provides
them with inventory information on

Danny Papilion/The Vista

Senior Kim Gillie works as a marketing intern at Clarinova, a local software company that helps businesses localize the Google search in order to help customers locate their products.

every retailer in the world who sells
their product. Clarinova then inputs
the information into Front Window,
allowing them to build directory sites
for every local retailer that sells Sanuk
products. To put the importance of this
software in perspective, Gillie said, "If
a brand is available exclusively at larger
more commercialized stores, for instance
department stores, you're products are
seen by those searching for a specific
product and those just browsing, it's
almost like free marketing. But many
of the brands Clarinova works with sell
most of their inventory through small,
local surf and retail shops that don't
offer this same kind of built in marketing
to potential customers."
The concept seems pretty simple

and basic, but in reality, this small,
local company is pioneering the concept
of local search. Local search is one of
Google's next colossal endeavors, and
Clarinova is ahead of the curve. What
makes this company so fascinating is
that it is breaking new ground in this
facet of Internet search as an extremely
young and rapidly growing company.
Clarinova is progressive in its endeavors
and maintains a unique company culture.
Gillie enjoys her work at Clarinova
because it allows her to have a lot
of creative freedom, and the upbeat,
exciting working environment keeps
her on her toes. Gillie's position at
Clarinova is a public relations and
marketing associate. She is responsible
for
uploading
information
about

Does the Tibetan conflict
make you laugh out loud?

By Lindsey Weintraub
We've seen commercials making
fun of a wide range of things. Some
hit close to home but others, not so
much. For the most part, good-natured
commercials poking fun at ideas most
people recognize provide comic relief
and nothing more. But just as there are
people that push jokes too far, there
are also commercials that go beyond
the boundaries, leaving the audience
miffed. Think Ashton Kutcher joking
at the table with his fiance's family in
"Guess Who." Everyone's laughing
and having a good time until he
crosses the line. The mood completely
switches from light and comical and
people are left angry, offended and
confused.
This year's Super Bowl was the
most watched TV program in history,
garnering the attention of 162.9
million viewers. That's a lot of eyes.
For advertisers, it's a mecca of media
attention. Despite the advent of DVR
technology, people are still watching
ads. Aided by the magical power
of rewinding live TV, some people
actually re-watch commercials. It's
the one time of year that people use
their DVRs for the opposite purpose
than what they probably bought them
for, skipping through those pesky
commercials that stand in the way of
finding out what happened in the last
15 seconds of the Laker game.
The TV spot that's really got
people fired up is the commercial for
Groupon. The topic isn't exploding
over the web because it made viewers'
sides hurt with laughter, but rather
because the commercial was more
likely to evoke the feelings you get
when your conscience is protesting.

That's because people usually don't
consider the Chinese occupation of
Tibet to be prime fodder for humor.
The commercial begins with
visually stunning landscapes of
Tibet. The view dips into different
aspects of Tibetan culture, with a
mood that transitions to a serious
one, as a voiceover of actor Timothy
Hutton says: "The people of Tibet
are in trouble. Their very culture is
in jeopardy." Sounds a little bit like
Father Joe, right?
Pan to the next scene and the
same man representing Tibetan's
jeopardized culture is now serving
Hutton his dinner at a restaurant.
Hutton then proclaims, "But they still
whip up an amazing fish curry!"
Wait, what? It gets better. Because
200 people bought the Groupon,
Hutton's getting 50 percent off his
meal at a Himalayan restaurant in
Chicago. Are they serious? You bet
they are.
If you sat there a little puzzled
and wondered if that commercial was
inappropriate, you weren't alone.
Thousands of people have bombarded
Groupon's Facebook and Twitter sites,
commenting on the commercial's
insensitivity.
Blogger and marketing professor
Rohit Bhargava, tweeted, "Groupon
seems to have achieved the unique feat
of paying $3[million|to lose customers
who previously loved them."
The company doesn't think the ad
is as despicable as viewers apparently
did. Maybe that's because the company
members were in on the joke, and we
all know that an inside joke is hardly
funny when you're on the outside. A
Groupon spokeswoman told Forbes
blogger Jeff Bercovici, "We wanted to
clarify the intention of the Super Bowl
ad yesterday. The humor was designed
to draw attention to causes including
Greenpeace, The Tibet Fund, and
Rainforest Action Network. Groupon
actually started as a collective action
and philanthropy site [ThePoint.com].
Collective action is in Groupon's DNA
and this campaign pokes fun at its own
roots."
However, the connection wasn't
made and timing is crucial. The
damage was done. The reaction was

so strong, the company decided to pull
the ad.
This isn't the only recent
exploitation of global causes for the
goal of consumerism. Kenneth Cole
has been criticized for the use of the
Cairo hashtag to tweet about its new
spring shoe collection. Americans may
be consumers, but we're not idiots.
Viewers wasted no time in making the
connection. "Did #Groupon just make
light of the political struggle in Tibet?"
Twitter user GlenGilmore posted to the
popular social media hub "Who wrote
the ad, Kenneth Cole?"
This calls attention to what may be
a bigger problem. How did American
consumers allow marketers to think
this would be successful? Marketing
is about satisfying the customer, and
while not every marketer hits the bullseye, the general direction of marketing
is shaped by what consumers demand.
There wouldn't be a commercial
anywhere near as inflammatory as
this if previous commercials hadn't
edged closer and closer to marking
cultural insensitivity as humorous.
If in the past culturally insensitive
commercials were poorly received,
advertisers would take cue from failed
commercials. Groupon is no slapdash
company either. Rumor has it Google
tried to buy them earlier this year.
This issue also brings to light
the importance of cultural sensitivity
in marketing for another reason:
increasing globalization. The company
is on the verge of a $15 billion IPO
and is planning on expanding to China
soon. Well, that was quite an entrance.
"Groupon is doomed to failure
now in China," a user posted on
a Chinese microblogging website
similar to Twitter. Marc van der Chijis,
an entrepreneur who founded a popular
video sharing website in China, shared
these sentiments: "Dumb, dumber,
dumbest - how stupid can you be to air a
pro-Tibet commercial during the Super
Bowl to promote your company?"
One Twitter user tweeted with the
hashtag ffailedgrouponcommercials,
saying, "Breast cancer affects both
men and women, but you can totes buy
cute bras for 69 percent off!"
You wouldn't joke about breast
cancer, so don't joke about Tibet.

individual retailers to the directory
sites, as well as updating blogs, since
part of the company's service to their
clients includes maintaining blogs for
the brands they represent. Gillie finds
stories, submits article pitches and
writes the articles for the blogs. Some of
the blog topics include interviews with
brand sponsors, product features, new
ideas the brand is working on, brand
news and special events. In addition
to a link to the blog, all directory sites
contain individual information about
the local retail shop, an overview of
the brand and a detailed inventory of
different products that the retailer carries
for that brand.
Gillie likes the company because
of its small, inclusive environment.
m*.

"All of the employees are excited about
their job and eager to learn," Gillie said.
"They all share a passion for the same
thing, which is so motivating."
Gillie appreciates the fact that the
employees at Clarinova consider her a
part of the team and not just an intern
"low on the totem pole." Her supervisors
trust her with important tasks and they
appreciate her creative input and ideas.
"From a marketing standpoint,
this internship has been great because
I have been able to develop marketing
plans and not just witness them from
the backseat," Gillie said. "I can take
my own initiative, and my colleagues
are not afraid to give me constructive
criticism because they want me to learn
as much as possible."
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The Vista needs
photographers!
Get your work published
and earn up to three
COMM credits.
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"When nothing goes right, go left."
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Dean Pyke shares MBA insights your,

Presentation guides students along the MBA application process
By Lindsey Weintraub
Dean David Pyke, along with
colleagues Kacy Hayes and David
Bergheim, shared insights about the
MBA application process with School
of Business Administration, students
on Feb. 4, in the passport-approved
presentation, How To Get Into a Top
MBA Program.
Director of MBA admissions
Kacy Hayes began the presentation
with an overview of everything a
school looks at when evaluating a
prospective student.
She explained that the application
process for MBA schools is similar
across the board, but each program
emphasizes different values. Criteria
used by MBA programs to evaluate
potential students includes academic
potential,
intellectual
growth,
academic record, undergraduate GPA,
progression through the undergraduate
experience, GMAT scores, letters of
recommendation, personal essays and
a student's fit with the program.
Hayes stressed the importance of
getting to know an MBA program, but
also letting the MBA program get to
know you. If a student attends a schoolsponsored event, it is important that
they sign in or get their badge scanned
because this can make a difference to
the school in the admissions process.
Hayes advised learning as much
about the GMAT as possible, even
if not planning on getting an MBA
for five years. Studies show that the
farther away a student is from their
undergraduate experience, the harder
it is to get a good score. It is also a
good idea to take the GMAT more than
once to get the highest possible score.
This will show schools that you care
enough to take the test again.
In
regards
to
letters
of
recommendation, students should
not focus on the title of the person
writing the letter, but instead on how
well the reference knows the student,
the student's academic ability and the
student's career drive.
When it comes to the essays,
Hayes cautions students that while
using the same essay for multiple
schools may be appealing, it's
important for the student to make sure
that they are answering the questions
being asked. Admissions officers know
that students apply to multiple schools,
but according to Hayes, not answering
the right question is one of the things
that irks admissions the most. Leaving
the name of another school in the essay
is another thing to avoid. "The essays
in the app, there's really no reason for

them to not be perfect," Hayes said.
While some schools offer
interviews, others don't. For
instance, USD's MBA program only
offers interviews to the candidates
who make it through the first
phase of the admissions process.
Different schools use interviews for
different purposes. The school will
probably ask for specific examples
in the student's past. Hayes suggests
students think about what they want
to convey prior to the interview.
David Bergheim, director of
marketing for the SB A, provided
insight into the connection between
career services and admissions
within the MBA process. Bergheim
brings a wealth of experience to
the table, including his position
as director of career management
at Emory University's Goizueta
Business School and as associate
director and alumnus-in-residence at
the Yale School of Management.
Bergheim asked the students
attending the presentation to think
of the very top business schools
and what product they're selling. He
explained that the admissions office
and career services work together to
get students into the school and out
with jobs. According to Bergheim,
about 60 percent of students in the
business school have no idea what they
want to do with their career. "What the
schools are really looking for is people
who can articulate a vision," Bergheim
said.
However, the final customer is the
company who will hire the student.
This is why past experience, what a
student can bring to the table and the
general direction for where a student
wants to go are important.
Bergheim shared that in his past
experience, when admissions is on
the fence about a particular student,
they often ask someone from career
services to help determine the student's
potential.
Finally, Pyke shared his insights
about the admissions process. He
brings his experience as a professor
and associate dean of Dartmouth

own job
Bv Andrew Daou

It is said that life comes at you fast,
that life is unpredictable and nothing is
for certain. One rarely has the luxury
of completely assessing every factor
involved in each decision, which is why
most decisions involve elements of risk,
fear and faith.
Nearly all of us understand that
there is no individual stock that is
truly a safe investment. Some are more
secure than others, but all pose potential
risk. When the financial
meltdown
on Wall Street manifested itself into
the present volatile stock market,
individuals from all backgrounds were
affected economically. This is when the
slippery slope began. Everything from
medical bills to mortgages went unpaid,
and each market was subsequently
negatively affected. Some people lost
almost everything, and nothing in the
world seemed certain. There was a loss
Photo courtesy of Linkedln
Dean Pyke shares insider tips on how to prepare to get into a top MBA program.
of economic security.
As time went on, people were left
'I don't have a chance.' You do," Pyke They wanted to put them to the edge,
with no choice but to pick themselves up
but not over. Pyke believes Dartmouth,
said.
and persevere, naturally evolving with
One of the things Pyke stressed University of Chicago, Stanford
what life had presented. As Adam Shell
was intellectual curiosity. He said that and MIT have reputations for being
of
USA Today puts it, "Financial plans
the students who ask, "How does this quantitative-oriented programs.
evolve with life, and circumstances
Pyke, Bergheim and Hayes then
apply to my environment?" have stood
guide money management."
out to him. One of his students was a answered student questions. They
With that kind of thinking,
doctor who compared principles from explained that schools want to see
many
young entrepreneurs have
supply chain management to how a people with four to five years of work
come up through the murky waters
hospital works. He suggested students experience, the sweet spot being when
of the recession and have formed an
"get under the hood" for the program a student is three to five years out.
entrepreneurial generation. Instead
they're looking at. While the programs They warned that a student has almost
of sifting through the treacherous
may seem similar, students can have no chance at top schools right out of
job market, these young people have
very different experiences at each undergraduate school.
created
opportunities for themselves,
As to whether a student should
school, and Pyke suggests that students
instead
of
waiting for an opportunity to
check out the blogs and chat rooms for focus on one thing versus a very broad
come
to
them.
specific programs they're interested in. range of skills, Pyke said that if a
Dinesh Wadhwani, a junior at
For example, Harvard has a student has a broad range of interests,
Babson College, took matters into his
reputation of exceptional teaching, they need to be able to connect the dots.
own hands and launched the company
but with 90 people in a class and "If you can show career progression,
ThinkLite,
which "uses custom-made
participation counting for 20 to 35 that's golden," Pyke said.
manufactured light bulbs to help
Pyke also answered a question
percent of the grade, the students are
businesses cut their lighting bills by as
highly competitive. While Tuck is from SBA advisor Brooke Harrington
much
as 80 percent."
thought of as being out in the middle about whether USD undergraduate
"The recession has actually
of nowhere, the students tend to be students get any kind of preference
helped my company," Wadhwani said,
very team work oriented and have a with the MBA program, a question she
"because
companies are much more
College's Tuck School of Business. reputation of being very collaborative. is frequently asked.Pyke explained that
sensitive to cost savings."
Pyke opened with an anecdote about He challenged students to ask it doesn't help a student, except that the
Michelle Acosta, from San Jose,
a colleague who showed him a stack themselves whether they would want student may be able to better articulate
bypassed college for the married life in
why
they're
a
good
fit.
However,
if
a
to
spend
two
years
in
the
programs
of 110 applications and told him
student goes to a different school, they the middle of the heightened recession.
they needed to get down to 18. The they are looking at.
"It was a complete life change.
Pyke also suggested students look will be exposed to a different program
talent and variety of backgrounds of
We had to pay a plethora of bills, delay
with
different
professors.
into
how
quantitative
the
program
people seeking an MBA can be very
For more information about the college plans, and try to build and
impressive. Pyke has seen everything is, as a measure of intensity. While
working as a professor at Tuck, he and MBA application process, visit SBA support ourselves up at such a young
from a professional clown to a fifth
age," she said.
grade teacher to an Olympian with other professors continually asked, Career Services in Olin Hall, room
Acosta could not afford to wait
three gold medals. "Don't be threatened "Have we pushed them to the edge or 114, Monday through Friday from 8
to
get
her degree and then work her
by looking at other applicants and say have we pushed them over the edge?" a.m. to 1 p.m.
way up into a well paid position in an
organization. A natural self-starter,
she recently launched her own jewelry
representatives
from
California
Center
for
design company, De Linda Artistry,
which translates from Spanish to "of
Sustainable Energy, Debenham Energy and T2e
beauty artistry." She is in the beginning
Energy. In spring 2010 they hosted a documentary
stages of the venture, currently selling
screening of the film "Sons of Lwala" to tell the
only necklaces, but plans to expand
my
story of ordinary people doing extraordinary things,
with a line of bracelets and earrings in
addition to a makeup line.
"Most all the designs are edgy,
Whatatypicalmeetingislike:Meetingsareorganized
statement
pieces, fashion forward to
to spark conversation on' what is good,"and brainstorm
embrace my generation," Acosta said.
related event ideas. They • are also held to announce
"Getting married threw me into the
Net Impact news on career opportunities and events
realities of life. I found that you have
to do something that makes you happy,
and touch base on organizing on-campus events and
supports you and something you can do
marketing strategies.
now and have for your own."
Acosta plans to go back to college
Proudest accomplishment(s): As Frank Sinatra
in the near future, but not until she tests
once said, the best is yet to come.
the waters of entrepreneurship. "School
•
Student Busing
will always be there," Acosta said,
"but I'm building up experience so the
Biggest challenge(s): The biggest challenge
education will have empirical value and
for Net Impact is their small membership base.
mean something while I'm there."
Many members have recently graduated, but the
Name: Net Impact Undergrad
Kelsey Triebes, a recent graduate
group is looking to keep Net Impact going strong.
of USD who earned second place in
the Business Plan Competition, has
Advisor: Jewel Leonard
also shown an ability to convert life's
Long-term/short-term
goals:
To
double
difficulties into something positive.
When they meet: Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. (Feb. 10, their membership base this spring and host a
When she was younger, she dealt with
24; March 1, 24, 3 I; April 14). Meeting dates subject to minimum of three events this semester In the
a physical condition that plagued her
future, Net Impact hopes to fundraise to send
with insecurities about her outward
change.
appearance. Today she is working on
students to attend the Annual Net Impact Conference
plans to start a champagne and hair
Where they meet: Olin Hall, Room 228
and continue to grow Net Impact membership.
salon, which she hopes to launch within
the next few years.
Leaders:
President:
Brittany
Sheppard; Are there any open positions?: Yes! Leadership
"With what I have experienced, I
am passionately focused on bringing
Director of Marketing & Events: Devon Seal transition will take place in late March and they
others joy and hope, despite their
Mission: Net Impact is a well respected are looking to fill the following positions: two
present circumstances," Triebes said.
international nonprofit organization with a mission co-presidents and a director of marketing & events.
"Simple hair and aesthetic beauty can
to inspire, educate and equip individuals to use the
bring joy and radiate hope to anybody,
power of business to create a more socially and Is there anything else we should know: Net
and this is what I am called to do."
Triebes is currently applying for
environmentally sustainable world. The USD Net Impact is an organization dedicated to expanding
cosmetology
school in order to gain
Impact Undergraduate chapter strives to bring our vision of possibility in the world of business. Its
more experience in the industry, which
guest speakers to campus and to partake in fun teachings apply to whatever you may be passionate
would give her the tools to start her own
events, ranging in interests from corporate social about. Though they are a chapter in the school
salon.
responsibility to microfinanceto non profit management. of business, all majors are welcome. The largest
"I want to expand my overall skill
set and experience, so I can just go for
benefit of joining is the access to a nationwide
it," Triebes said.
What they've been up to this year: Net Impact network of professionals and students who share
Sometimes,
the
seemingly
joined the San Diego SurfRider Foundation for a beach
our values. If interested, contact Brittany Sheppard at
impossible roadblocks are the ones that
clean-up event .They also brought local nonprofit, Plant
sheppard-1 l@sandiego.edu
guide us forward. Entrepreneurship
With Purposetocampustospeakabouthowtney reverse
may be the road less traveled, but for
many of those that do embark on the
deforestation and combat poverty, one tree at a time.
journey, they wouldn't change a thing.
As author Thorn Crum puts it, "You
Notable events/speakers: In the fall of 2009,
either move toward something you love
Net Impact hosted an alternative energy panel with For more information,check out netimpact.org
or away from something you fear. The
first expands. The second constricts."
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FMyCampus: just another pointless social networking site
FMC, continued from Front Page
mn

The website hails itself as a
"social network that allows students
to globally voice their complaints and
concerns about campus issues."
The premise of the website is to
create a space where students can voice
their opinions about their campus in
hopes of forcing the administration to
spur change at their school. However,
one quick look at this website and it
is unquestionably evident that it has as
many flaws as it has followers. It is not
a tool by which to incite social change
on campus, but rather it is a forum for
students to publicize their angst.
The website's main gimmick is
the offer of 500 free T-shirts to the
person whose submission has the
most Facebook "likes" at the end of
the month. According to Coleman,
the concept behind this giveaway is
that college administrators could not
ignore 500 students walking around
campus with shirts all vying for the
same cause. However, there are quite a
few problems with this strategy.
This concept seems even more
ineffective after looking at the
actual posts on FMyCampus. The
two submissions that currently hold
the top-ranking positions are titled
"Fmy Gossiping Student Body" and
"Fmy
Ex-girlfriend."Unless
they
begin offering classes on friendship
and playing matchmaker to students
looking for love, there is probably
little that college administrations have
the power to change regarding these
issues.
Most Internet users know that
there is an immense difference between
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the principles on which a website is
founded and how it is actually used on
a daily basis. Facebook, infamously
created by Mark Zuckerberg as a
way for Harvard students to connect
with one another, is now a site to aid
students in procrastination, stalking
the cutie from their math class and
announcing every trivial thing that
happens in their life in the form of a
status update. While it is important
for everyone to have an active voice
in their school community, it does not
mean that websites need to hand out

microphones to every person who has
ever felt disgruntled.
An article published by The
Guardian explores some of the negative
social and psychological effects that
social networks, like Facebook or
FMyCampus, could have on their
users.
According to the article, "Social
networking sites can provide a 'constant
reassurance - that you are listened to,
recognized, and important.'"
Reassurance is certainly not a
bad thing, but when paired with the

anonymity of the Internet, the results
can be catastrophic. On any given
day, a scan of the news feed on a
Facebook page clearly portrays how
users develop a sense of entitlement,
believing that anything they think
can and should be broadcasted to the
public.
A website that offers a very similar
service is called RateMyProfessor.
com. Most college students know this
as a place to go when making a class
schedule. The site includes profiles
of individual professors at many

different universities. Past or present
students can rate and write reviews
of a professor and include remarks on
course difficulty, teaching style and
even the teacher himself or herself.
An article published by Helium,
com explains that although there
are many
positive aspects of
RateMyProfessor.com, there are also a
number of negative repercussions that
inevitably transpire whenever people
are given the freedom to say anything
without it being traced back to them.
The article interviews a professor
named Charles Feldstein, who has an
extremely high rating of 4.8. Feldstein
discounts the validity of this site by
stating, "It is too easy of a forum for
students who are inadequately prepared
for their class, so they take it out on the
professor." Unless they are carefully
monitored, these sites that wish to aid
students or incite social change on
campus will merely become forums for
students to publicize their angst.
Although clear communication
between faculty, administration and
students is certainly something to
strive for, there are much more mature
ways of accomplishing this goal. The
sole basis of college is to teach and
prepare students for careers, not only
academically, but socially as well.
In the corporate world, if an opinion
wants to be heard, it requires a physical
interaction, a wellthought out argument
and a properly executed presentation.
Hiding behind the elusive shroud
of the Internet is not an effective
method of problem-solving. Students
should reach out directly to their
administration and try to work with
them instead of against them.

Wal-Mart plays decision maker for San Diego city council
By Bianca Bruno
While the Wal-Mart corporation
is no stranger to controversy, it
usually is not the perpetrator of it.
Conflict arose between the superstore
and the San Diego City Council after
Wal-Mart publicly released its plans
to build 12 new stores in San Diego
within the next five years.
According to an article posted

on kpbs.org, San Diego City Council
recently repealed the "Ordinance
to Protect Small and Neighborhood
Businesses" in a 7-1 vote. They also
rejected the option to put the issue to
public vote, which was estimated to
cost between $2.8 million and $3.4
million, money the state of California
doesn't have.
The ordinance was passed last
November and is supposed to require
developers of "big box" superstores
to compile economic impact reports,
detailing how the business would

A chance to rage

denied

By Sarah Jorgensen
There really can't be anything
worse than being sick on the day of
the Super Bowl.
This has to be the equivalent to
being sick on a real holiday. I had
plans to go to a party, but as soon
as 1 woke up with a cough and sinus
pressure that I was sure would split
my head in two, I knew I had to
cancel. Since all my friends had party
plans, too, and I was relegated to the
couch, shivering under a blanket, I
spent much of the day alone.
Before I continue, please don't
consider my column this week a series
of complaints. I can't, nor would I ever
blame or be angry with my friends
for continuing on with their Super
Bowl party plans. The facet of this
experience that 1 am most intrigued
by is my own insecurity about staying
in on such an "important" day.
I don't watch football. Until
about a week or two ago, I didn't
even know who was playing. 1 was
not at all intrigued by the prospect of
watching Fergie singing a particularly
terrible rendition of "Sweet Child O'
Mine" with Slash during the halftime
show.
I also couldn't care less about
the advertisements. Since none of
what the Super Bowl represents
even remotely appeals to me, I was
perplexed as to why I felt so down
about my forced sick-in-bed Sunday,
which I should have planned to
spend doing mountains of homework
anyway.
It occurred to me that there are
other days of the year like this, too.
St. Patrick's Day, the Fourth of July
and even Halloween all require some

sort of active participation by our
culture today. You're not Irish? You
still party on St. Patrick's Day. You're
not patriotic? You probably still enjoy
fireworks on the Fourth of July. I'm
not trying to be a party pooper - I do
enjoy a good party, if you can believe
it - but I wonder why our country, for
whatever reason, feels the need to
celebrate, or in some cases, create,
reasons for parties.
I realize that not everyone
celebrates or observes these events,
but clearly many people do. Let us
take the obvious example. The Super
Bowl is one of the most-watched
events on television each year.
Simply put, I think that people like
something to cheer about. Football,
like many sports, is black and white,
there is a winner and there is a loser.
Unlike many of the situations in our
world today that occupy the gray area
between right and wrong, a football
game has a clear-cut result. You can
pick a side, with little more reason
than regional allegiance or preference
for a certain player, and cheer them
on to victory. In the case of the health
care debate, for instance, such minute
details are hardly a reason to totally
reject or approve the plan.
St. Patrick's Day just requires that
you celebrate Irish culture, usually
involving alcohol in some way. The
Fourth of July just requires that you
can be proud to be an American (and
if you aren't, you can pretend for one
day of cook-outs and fireworks). On
days like these, it is easy to simply
forget about the real world; we're all
Packers or Steelers fans, Americans or
Irish for just a day. We can celebrate
and believe in this faux-unity for
a day, and then return to our antiAmerican bashing or Jets-fandom the
next day.
None of this philosophical
musing, or justification for events like
these, makes me feel remotely better
about chugging gallons of water
or feeling totally drugged on my
medicine. I couldn't care less about
football, but I do care about seeing
my friends. And it might be nice to
forget about real life for a while.

affect local small businesses and the
environment. Mayor Jerry Sanders
vetoed the ordinance, saying it would
limit consumer shopping choices.
Other critics have said that the
ordinance unfairly targeted Wal-Mart,
who employs non-union labor.
After City Council overrode
Sanders'
veto, Wal-Mart
went
on a petition-signing campaign,
necessitating the law to either be
rescinded or put to a public vote.
The city council member who
cast the only dissenting vote was
Councilwoman Marti Emerald, who
said, "My vote is not for sale." She
additionally said that Wal-Mart was
giving petition signers inaccurate
information.
According to an article from
VoiceofSanDiego.org, the problem
with this ballot initiative process
is that Wal-Mart paid people per
signature they collected, rather than

having volunteers collect petition
signatures. This obviously places
big corporations, like Wal-Mart, in
an advantageous position. While
small, local businesses do not have
deep pockets to subsidize such
costs, Wal-Mart and other likesized corporations could potentially
become the puppeteers of California
politics, especially in times of
statewide debt and recession.
Many states do not allow
payment per voter registered because
of the potential for fraud. This law
should also be applied to gathering
petition signatures. When the agenda
that pushes initiatives forward and
makes important decisions is one that
focuses on "how much money can I
make," you know it's time to change
public policy. While fraud is no
stranger to politics, just as Wal-Mart
is no stranger to controversy, that does
not mean our elected officials should

allow such undemocratic practices to
plague our city government.
San Diego is a city that prides
itself on being "America's Finest
City," and while we may have a
population of over three million
people, San Diego is known for being
a city that is a strong proponent and
supporter of local businesses. The
repeal of the "Ordinance to Protect
Small and Neighborhood Businesses"
does not allow for consumer shopping
choices, Sanders, it, in fact, limits
them.
When big superstores like WalMart set their roots in a community,
small grocery stores and retailers
suffer the consequences of a real
life version of the game Monopoly.
Yet, the fiscal
irresponsibility of
former and current state politicians
and decision makers has allowed for
Wal-Mart to swoop in and abuse the
vulnerability of our debt-ridden state.

The great tenure debate
By Rachel Horgan
It has only been three weeks
since my classes began and already
we have talked about smoking weed,
Janet Jackson's "nipplegate" and the
"hooking up" culture, while curse
words slip out of both students' and
professors' mouths without apology.
To me, this is how a college class
should be, honest and relatable. We
live in a censored world, from our
media to our workplace, and the
college classroom is a refreshing
taste of pure information and open
opinions. However, the privilege to
teach a class the way a professor sees
fit, regardless of whether it is popular
opinion or not, isn't an easy one to
attain, nor is it guaranteed to motivate
excellence.
The American Association of
University
Professors
describes
tenure as an arrangement where a
professor can only be dismissed for a
just cause and after a hearing before
a faculty committee. Essentially, the
professor is given job stability and
freedom, but at some universities, not
a pay increase.
At USD, a professor can begin the
intensive tenure review process after
at least six years of teaching. Kristin
Moran, member of the USD College
of Arts and Sciences Rank & Tenure
Committee, and a tenured professor
herself as of spring 2007, said, "By
the time a faculty member has the
opportunity to be granted tenure, he
or she has been reviewed by many
people for many years. Tenure is not
granted lightly because the university
understands that it is making a careerlong commitment to that faculty
member."
Granting tenure is becoming
increasingly important, especially
because many schools are hiring
adjunct
professors and
issuing
short-term contracts, thus limiting

the academic freedom at those
universities. According to The New
York Times,"The only way to preserve
and rebuild our higher education
system is to grant long-term adjunct
faculty members the protections of
tenure and appoint more tenure track
faculty."
However, there is great risk
involved in granting tenure. There's
no doubt there are professors that
slack off after receiving tenure, but
are they the majority, or the few
exceptions? Is it worth it to endure
the lackluster professor to reap the
benefits of the passionate and driven
professor? After finally receiving this
honor, there's no way to be certain
that professors won't get by with only
the bare minimum.
"The university has to trust that
each faculty member will continue to
do their best to serve the university,"
Moran said. Reassuringly, newly
tenured
communication
studies
professor Dr. Jonathan Bowman said,
"This is the best work I've done and
the most motivated I've been, and
I think my colleagues in the Comm
department feel the same."
Regardless of whether the interest
in tenure is because of job security
or academic freedom, the incentives
make it sought out by many. There
are 149 tenured professors in the
College of Arts and Sciences alone,
and an additional 56 currently on the
tenure track. While I do trust that most
professors are intrinsically inspired to
work diligently, I will admit I have
some doubts that there may be more
intrinsically motivated professors out
there than the AAUP believes. Maybe
we shouldn't just stop at giving tenure.
"If I had to change something,
I would make the tenure program a
step in part of the process, not the end
goal," Bowman said.
If this academic freedom is so
enticing, how then do our tenured
college classrooms differ from those

of adjunct professors or non-tenured
faculty?
"Not much has changed since
I received tenure," Moran said,
"although I think it does provide
self-confidence if you feel the need
to disagree with university policy or
other events on campus." Examples of
this could be discussing birth control,
same sex marriage or political views.
Along with the freedom to teach
the research and ideas that may be less
popular or agreeable comes the ability
to design coursework, and therefore
give grades how they see fit. There is
no pressure to give favorable grades to
attract more students or to give some
unfavorable grades to prove adequate
difficulty of the course.
While 1 greatly appreciate the
opportunity to be taught by tenured
professors and all the freedom that
entails, I'm brought to question why
there is censorship in the first place.
How many topics are left out of lesson
plans just to protect the professor's
job? For argument's sake, let's say
our universities aren't censored and
professors actually can teach a vast
range of topics. Then, it would seem
that the reason for fighting
to get
tenure is mostly, if not solely, for
job security. If that is the case, the
tenure program should be based on
the continued effectiveness of the
professor, just like any businessman
would be evaluated. Why is teaching
one of the only professions granting
this job security, regardless of
professors' lowered motivation after
receiving it?
I understand the importance of the
program and don't believe it should be
abolished completely, but I do believe
it should be revamped, especially
since, according to InsideHigherEd.
com, it is largely based on the
standards of the installation of the
program in the 1940s, where the risk
of being fired for disagreeing with
public opinion was higher.
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The French Revolution of the 21st century
Egypt's revolution could change the world political order

By Dillon Jacobsen
In a time when the media is
controlled by only a few powerful
companies, a merger that will lower
the number even more is alarming.
On Jan. 29, the Federal
Communications
Commission
approved a merger between Comcast
Corporation and General Electric's
NBC Universal with a four to one
vote. Many consumers may not
notice any instantaneous changes to
programming or costs, but the effects
of this merger are sure to negatively
affect them.
Comcast Corporation is the
largest distributor of cable and
Internet services in the United States.
Square in the tens of thousands, while continue to seriously consider their
The company has over 24 million
By Sarah Jorgensen
other protests have taken a stand requests for political and economic
cable subscribers, meaning an
in Alexandria and Suez. Famous change.
overwhelming majority of Americans
In a true sign of our times, the
Egyptian actors, musicians and
Riots
in
the
streets.
Rebellion
are subjected to the programming of
against a dictator ruler. A call for an opposing political figures have joined government shut down all phone,
Comcast's choice.
A history of controversy lines overhaul of the current governmental the revolts in the past few days as Internet and text messaging services
to prevent the Egyptians from selfComcast's past. According to the system. Is this a description of the well.
The Egyptian revolution has reporting to the world via Facebook,
Associated Press, there have been French Revolution?
No. It is a description of modern- captured the interest of the world, Twitter and other services. It is
numerous problems with customer
partially because of its sheer audacity. amazing, though, that news is still
service, lobbying to the government day Egypt.
Just as the French were inspired So many political interactions take pouring out of Egypt, despite recent
and biased behavior in terms of what
customers are allowed to see and do by the American Revolution, the place behind closed doors that it is and, in some cases, brutal attacks on
Egyptian riots were, in part, sparked shocking in many ways to see such journalists.
with cable and Internet services.
It is also difficult to ignore the
Perhaps the most important issue by revolts in Tunisia. At the root of open protests. It is also admirable to
to come out of this merger is the fact the Egyptian riots, which began on see that, unlike the French Revolution, religious overtone to much of the
that network neutrality cannot exist Jan. 25, is a call for President Hosni the protesters have remained largely events. The Muslim Brotherhood, a
peaceful. Though The New York banned Muslim group in Egypt, has
when the entirety of the media market Mubarak to step down after a rule of
share is run by only a few companies. over 30 years. Though he announced Times has reported that Mubarak recently joined the protests (along with
This is already the case with The on Feb. 1 that he would not run again supporters have taken to the streets on other religious groups). However, the
U.S. News Corp., The Walt Disney for president in the upcoming election, horseback with Molotov cocktails and government seems eager to work with
Company and CBS Corporation as the protesters are calling for his whips in hand, the original protesters members of the Muslim Brotherhood
the primary owners of the media, immediate resignation. In response, have used techniques like marching and other opposition groups, despite
bombings at their headquarters and
on Feb. 5, many key legislative and chants to get attention.
forming an oligopolistic market.
Though the military has been the headquarters of news source AlAccording to a press release, members stepped down, but Mubarak
under the terms of the transaction, still remains in power despite pressure brought in, they cannot take action as Jazeera, as reported by Al-Jazeera.
This is the first true revolution
long as the protesters remain peaceful.
GE turned over NBC Universal from the U.S. and other countries.
According to CNN some count If the protesters resort to violence, of the 21st century, and signs of it
Inc.'s businesses, including its cable
networks, filmed
entertainment, the protesters in Cairo's Tahrir there is no way the government will are everywhere. The government is
televised entertainment, theme parks
and
unconsolidated
investments.
With the merger, Comcast-owned
networks, such as E! News, will
be a part of the new joint venture,
Comcast-NBCU. This is particularly
alarming because the largest cable
distributor is now the owner of one
of the largest media corporations.
This type of vertical integration helps
the corporation,, but may leave the
customer choking in the dust.
The question is simple: will
Comcast
become
a
pro-NBC
By Andres Barraza
distributor and limit the other
Class of 2010
networks that customers can view?
I want to be able to make my own
a shot at balancing the state budget. After a
As California continues to struggle with
choices about what to watch. I don't
half hour spent trying different combinations
want a hot-shot, corporate executive massive budget deficits, Gov. Jerry Brown has
of cuts, it is clear to me that everybody is
wearing a cheap suit to make proposed his plan to begin retrieving the state
going to be hurting even more in the years
decisions for me, even for something from financial ruin. In his State of the State
to come.
as trivial as which television shows Address, Brown outlined what many from
California students can expect cuts to
both sides of the political spectrum consider
I'm allowed to watch.
UC and CSU schools by up to 15 percent, and
Comcast subscribers already to be harsh, ineffective and detrimental to
raised community college fees to $36 per unit.
have issues streaming Netflix videos. California's already shrinking economy. The
Brown has proposed to cut cash assistance
According to CNET, in order to Golden State and its voters can expect a rise
and food stamps to U.S.-born children of
protect its own video streaming in sales tax and even deeper cuts to education,
illegal immigrants, cutting $1 billion from the
company, Xfinity, Comcast tried social programs, government worker salaries
$24.6 billion the state is in the red. Most state
to charge Netflix more to use the and public safety.
funding would be cut for libraries, county
As painful it may be, the state can no
Comcast network. This could be a
fairs, state parks and preschool programs.
longer
continue
to
not
raise
taxes
and
magically
trend and a warning that Comcast will
Brown's plan even eliminates transition
do the same to its cable customers. expect the budget deficit to go away.
housing for foster children turning 18.
The road to where California stands in its
Comcast has the power to restrict
In an interview with The New York
certain networks owned by other finances began three decades ago, as outlined
Times, Greg Thompson, executive director of
media conglomerates and promote by Sacramento Bee columnist Dan Walters,
the Personal Assistance Services Council of
NBC Universal networks in order to from 1978 with Proposition 13, which slashed
Los Angeles County, said, "Some people are
property
taxes
and
placed
a
larger
burden
on
boost their own stock. In a country
going to lose their lives on this." Thompson's
where freedom of speech is supposed the general fund with education and social
agency oversees the in-home care of more
to be championed, it seems the FCC spending, to propositions aimed at directing
than 185,000 people.
more
than
40
percent
of
tax
revenue
to
has just approved a huge inhibitor to
My main concern with this ongoing
education. The drop in military spending seen
this right.
budget plan is the lack of a rise in corporate
This shouldn't come as a surprise in the early 90s and the dot-com bust of 2001
taxes. Brown is ready to make cuts to, if
though. The merger has a deeper also did a number on the state's economy.
not eliminate, almost every social program
impact than viewers not being able to Throughout the past 30 years, the state saw tax
essential for a sound society, and corporations
watch limited episodes of "American cuts for corporations and spending increases
seem to be forging on unscathed. We may as
Idol" and, instead, many episodes of for social welfare programs like health care
well have elected Meg Whitman.
"30 Rock" and "The Office." It is a for the poor.
This budget plan for the next five years
The blame, then, lies on both parties. The
reflection of the declining freedom
could get our state's finances back on the
of speech and press that exists in the right wants to lower taxes on corporations
right path. Once the state's budget is solvent,
U.S., and an increase in the ability and the rich, while the left wants to give
we can bring the debate back to the table as
to buy votes in the government. the poor a shot at the American Dream, and
to how much money to tax and how much to
The relatively recent U.S. Supreme kids the education to remain competitive
spend. What and who to tax, as well as what
Court ruling, Citizens United v. in a globalized job market. What has been
and who to spend it on, should also be an
Federal Election Commission, which seen in the past 30 years is a blatant lack of
important focus.
overrules corporate spending limits compromise by both sides.
The problem goes far beyond taxes
The result? Nobody is going to get what
on campaigns, is evidence that money
and spending. Other issues that need to be
is running the country. The voice of they want.
addressed include labor unions, pensions
Brown's proposition is as necessary as
common voters is being lost in the
for public workers, investments in the
it is painful and costly. Brown is currently
exchange of money.
state's manufacturing, green and agricultural
It is important for consumers and fighting to get a tax bill on the July ballot and
sectors and figuring out how to handle illegal
voters to decide which policies are leave it to the voters instead of the ineffective
immigration and health care. All these factors
good, or the government will serve and highly unproductive California State
tie in to California's budget woes, some more
its own interests instead of voters' Legislature.
than others, and must be fixed.
If the measure makes it to the ballot,
interests. Economist Adam Smith
The only thing that is absolutely sure is
believes that if the people's self- which needs a nod from Republican assembly
that
no person or party will be happy. Brown
members,
the
voters
would
be
left
to
vote
for
interests are arranged properly or
has accepted that he will be unpopular during
competitively, then the best outcome an extension on existing tax hikes and even
his tenure as governor, a sacrifice seldom
will result. Producers should be forced more cuts to public services for another five
seen by politicians always worried about their
to compete with each other to satisfy years.
next campaign.
Reuters has reported that a recent poll
the consumer, so that the self-interests
Brown has already gotten a good start
of the producer will compete with the by the Public Policy Institute of California
shows voters currently back the governor's
cutting fat from the state's operating budget
self-interests of the consumer.
by calling for a 50 percent reduction in stateWith the recent approval of budget plan by 58 percent, while two-thirds
owned vehicles and cellular phones. And due
Comcast-NBCU, it is clear that the are willing to extend tax increases.
The Sacramento Bee and Los Angeles
to the budget cuts, perhaps a conference table
opposite is happening. It is time for
in the capitol will be replaced by a long picnic
Americans to set down the remote, Times have both posted interactive media
activities on their websites where one can take
table.
get off the couch and take action.

Governor Brown takes on
California's Unbalanced
budget

Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

forced to operate with heightened
transparency because the entire world
is watching the events blow-by-blow
thanks to the 24-hour news cycle. The
government would do well to keep its
promises during this key time, or risk
total deterioration of the country.
Like the French Revolution, this
revolution has the power to truly
change the face of this country - in fact,
it already has. However, the protesters
and government alike should look back
to history and work to avoid the same
mistakes that plagued the time after
the French Revolution, like indefinite
rulers and uneasy legislation.
It is also clear how important the
role of technology is becoming in
government and citizen interactions,
and it will be an interesting trend to
watch in the next couple of years. How
will governments handle information
leaks like the information that has
emerged from Egypt? Perhaps it will
lead to a more transparent governing
style worldwide, and perhaps the
citizens of many countries will finally
have their voices heard.

BAY PARK 1
BEDROOM
APARTMENT,
$945.

Pet friendly,
close to USD,
bus stop. Large,
tiled tub and
shower, separate
dining area,
natural wood
cabinets, laundry.
(619) 276-0606

minimum six month
lease
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Cindy Superfan is super stoked
about the Super Bowl
By Sarah Jorgensen
College student and avid MTVwatcher, Cindy Superfan, loves
football, but not for the reasons many
real fans would expect. This is her list
of highlights from this past Sunday's
Super Bowl.
OMG. The big day is here. I'm
wearing my green and yellow and
black, since Lil' Wayne and Wiz
Khalifa told me that those are the
colors to wear, and I am ready for
the Super Bowl, that is, a super big
bowl of chips and guacamole! This is
one of my favorite days of the year.
1 get to hang out with hot, passionate
guys (passionate about whatever is
happening on the TV screen, at least),
and can totally bust my diet for a day
to enjoy some awesome, fattening
chips and dips. I even made buffalo
wings for the party!
I especially like to watch the
commercials. I read somewhere that
today is the day the most people in the
country watch TV all at once. I can
understand why, these ads are always

so funny! Like, who would ever have
thought of creating a clay-mation
version of Eminem to advertise Brisk
tea? Or when Snickers basically
redid its commercial from last year
with Roseanne Barr instead of the
AWESOME Betty White? And, like,
those Doritos commercials are SO
FUNNY. All of them! My favorite
was the Volkswagon "Star Wars"
commercial - 1 haven't even seen
"Star Wars," but all the guys loved it,
so 1 did too!
And who could ever forget the
halftime show? The Black Eyed Peas
just magically appeared from under
the stage. Those guys in the white
suits were pretty cool, too, 1 guess. 1
was just happy to hear all the Top 40
hits I could in this semi-live setting.
And USHER, TOO. He melts my
heart every time he dances, especially
when he descended from the sky like
an angel. Sigh. But who was that guy
with the guitar? Is he even famous?
On the note of entertainment, I
also loved Christina Aguilera, who
always sounds amazing, even though
she messed up some of the words to
the national anthem (I didn't notice).

And the camera shots on the big
screen TV made me feel like I was in
the front row the whole time.
I am really disappointed in the
lack of cheerleaders, though. Of
course the two teams that make it to
this game are two of six teams that
don't have a cheerleading squad.
What a shame. Their outfits were
always so fashion forward and I loved
using their dance moves at the clubs.
The most boring part of the Super
Bowl is the actual game. Alright, some
huge guys are running around the field
with a ball, occasionally dropping or
throwing it. Even worse is when some
masculine, random voice comes on to
analyze exactly what just happened
over a slow motion shot of someone
falling down or something. There are
lots of shots of angry looking old men
on the sidelines wearing headsets.
What's up with that?
This Super Bowl was one of my
favorites. From the awesome ads to
the star-studded halftime show, it was
amazing. I didn't even gain an extra
five pounds from my constant oniondip snacking. Just don't ask me who
won. I couldn't tell you.

The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor from
students, faculty, staff, administration and the community.
Correspondence should be sent to channeke@usdvista.com
with the subject line "Letter to the Editor."
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and
include verifiable contact information.
Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style
or grammar in order to preserve its authenticity.
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters,
those addressed to a third party or letters in poor taste.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Vista Elitists,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is this the state of student journalism at USD? A
hybrid version of Spicoli and Zoolander plastered across the front page, lounging
shirtless like the body shot ambassador to Key West? Alert the press; riots in
the Middle East, genocides in Africa, human rights violations in Asia, but
more importantly there's a new dehumanizing calendar for sale that deserves a
shameless plug on the front page. How insensitive of The Vista staff to support
the portrayal of men as half baked pieces of flesh whose only purpose in life is to
get an erection and make their wives money.
Now moving on to more important matters, the paper looks great. Kudos
to the staff on putting it all together. Graphics and section layouts were clean.
Writing was crisp and accurate for the most part.
The best section of your paper was the editorial. Ah those damned educational
tyrants are at it again. Upping your sandwich prices, when does it stop I ask? It
always amazes me that people still eat at La Paloma because A. 1 feel like a
sardine packed tightly in a can of spoiled children every time I walk in there, and
B. you could drive to Subway, get your food, and drive back by the time USD's
assembly line plops out your order for a higher cost. How does a school that was
ranked in the top #30 by BusinessWeek have the inability to efficiently operate a
sandwich shop, and then have the balls to up the prices? Talk about salting your
wounds. Then again, recent events remind us all that the Catholics do have a
history of molesting the youth, so maybe this all makes sense.
Take 'ereasy Pilgrims. I'll be in touch.
Yours in Christ,
-Brent Tuttle, Class of 2010

Don't be a nugget!
Write for the Uista!
E-mail...
channeke@usdvisfa.com
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Where are your manners?
willingly do so. Besides not bussing dishes, students often don't thank the staff on campus.
Although oftentimes our editorials criticize USD or make suggestions on how our college
Next time you're in the SLP eating dinner, take a look around you. More often than not,
experiences could be improved, The Vista office does realize that to attend this beautiful and
the student ahead of you in line won't even say "thank you" to the person handing them a
unique school, you have to be a pretty privileged kid. Walking around our campus and seeing
slice of pizza. Sometimes it's even worse than that, and students will make hasty comments
its incredible architecture and unreal views, even after a bad day or receiving a poor grade
or send dirty glares if the service is taking longer than usual.
on an exam, you can't help but smile. Most colleges around the U.S. are located in "college
Besides being messy, another notable faux pas of the average USD (male) student, is the
towns," where the main attraction in the city is the college. Here in San Diego, we don't
lack of chivalry, which should not be dead, despite popular belief.
have that problem. We have Sea World, La Jolla, the Gaslamp District and Old Town, not to
"I remember as a freshmen living in Maher, I went to the RA office to borrow a vacuum,"
mention all of the beaches that are viewable from our dorms and beach houses.
Managing Editor Allie Safran said. "I lived on the fourth floor and struggled up a flight
On campus, we not only have beautiful scenery, but we also have teachers and staff who
of stairs and through several doors with this humungous vacuum, probably from the '80s,
really care about us. Although we may complain about the on-campus food, compared to
passing three guys who didn't ask if I needed help and didn't offer to hold the door. It was
other universities we are lucky. How many times have you had a friend come to visit who
a big wake up call. It wasn't even the fact that I'm a girl. It was
just stares in awe over the beauty of the campus and the fact that
more the fact that another person was struggling and those guys
we have an on-campus bar and fine dining restaurant? It might
wouldn't take three seconds out of their day to lend a hand."
be easy to get frustrated, constantly making lists of things you
Students need to learn to be
Even though this is not the majority trend on campus, it
don't like about our school, but it's important to look around
aware of not only themselves, but
still happens. Students need to learn to be aware of not only
and remember why you chose USD in the first place.
themselves, but also of others around them. And girls (don't
also of others around them.
Tuesdays, in particular, are a good time for us to notice
worry, they're not off the hook), when a guy does help you out,
the little things, since we are in The Vista office for upwards
use your manners - say thank you!
of 12 hours straight. Multiple trips to Tu Mercado and the SLP
"I know that it's common courtesy to hold the door for somebody behind you, especially
are necessary to stay awake, and also to stay sane. While taking a dinner break at the SLP,
if it's a lady," Arts & Culture Editor Kyle Strickland said. "But it's especially you ladies who
we can't help but notice the carelessness of some USD students. Tables at the SLP look
never seem to thank or even acknowledge my gentlemanly gestures. Especially the ones that
taken because piles of plates with half-eaten food and sodas are strewn everywhere. Either
give USD the spoiled daughters reputation. Don't act like you're too good to smile and say
a hungry student who needs a table or one of our hardworking staff members will end up
thanks. I'm not your servant."
clearing your plate, which is hardly their responsibility. Is it really that hard to bus your own
We are all busy and we are constantly in a hurry. But taking the time to look around you,
plate?
even if you're in a bad mood, to see the beauty of our campus, and the kindness of our staff
Now, we realize that, hopefully, this is out of carelessness and not out of blatant
and most fellow students will immediately lift your mood. Taking two seconds out of your
disrespect. It may be tempting to just abandon your half-eaten burger and empty salad plate,
day to hold a door or thank someone for making your dinner will make all the difference in
but walking it just a few steps to the kitchen conveyor belt should really not be that much of
the long run.
a hassle. The staff at the SLP is there to help us, not to clean up after us, even though they
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The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body.
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"Always and never are two words you should always
remember never to use"

- Wendell Johnson
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Thursday, February 17, 2011
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
San Diego Campus
700 Windy Point Dr
San Marcos, CA 92069
Join us for an information session to learn how a career in
physical or occupational therapy could change your life.
Attend our information session in San Diego, CA to learn
about why the University of St. Augustine (USA) is the best
choice in physical and occupational therapy education.
USA is a graduate university that focuses solely on health

Skip the parking. Forget the traffic.
Buy a USD Student Semester Pass.

science education. It is our mission to provide professional

Get unlimited Bus and Trolley rides all semester long!

development to health care providers through innovative and
individualized education. We look forward to meeting you
and sharing with you all that our University has to offer.
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FOR THIS VALENTINE
BUY ANY TWO & GET ONE FREE
Get a FREE kair product, dfeigncr item or styler FREE Aen
you purchase any two Fair product, designer items and styW,
we lave a largest seledkm in lire area and qiillity fins lor you
to dtwe am Select; your favorite Aaropoo and cot Jr. oners,

:

styling gel or foam from Ureal, Paul Mitchell, Redlen, Tigi,
Pureologv, Sebastian, Matrix, Enjoy, Rusk, Halo, Joico, Biosilk,
Abba, Mop, Clii, Kioxin, Schwarxbopf, American Crew, hi and
more..
Purchase any two body treatment products and get tkird FREE,
Give At body much love ibis Valentines; (M Feesk, leratmva,
Ahava, Honey E Brnndley, Usrwell Massey, Lraptree Evelyn
ami muck more.,.
Select from our liigk quality lines of cosmetics. With tke
purchase of any two, you get tke tkird FREE. Please visit our
store to

get lire best selections tkat suites you. Look your best for

this Valentine! Jane Iredalt, Sonne, Perse' and more...

PLEASE CALL STORE FOR FUTHER DETAIL
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Chelsea Robinson

(;robinson@tis(lvusta.com

A. Coronado
3 he little military island south of downtown is a great place to spend the day or night.
Besides having a picturesque main street, it is home to one of the United States'
most prominent hotels. The Hotel del Coronado has been the filming location of
many movies, such as "Some Like It Hot" and "Blue Heaven." It has also been the
chosen vacation spot of a handful of presidents. Additionally, L. Frank Baum, author
of "The Wonderful Wizard of Oz," did most of his writing here. With so much history,
beautiful beaches and decadent restaurants, Coronado is an optimal spot for college
students to roam.

/

&
By Chelsea Robinson
While snowstorms currently engulf the rest of the country; this little sun-drenched region
we call home becomes paradise. School and work may be your major commitments, but
now7 is the time to take advantage of the weather, and what better time to do so than Valen
tine's Day weekend? Whether you are single or taken, have a sugar daddy or sugar mama,
or are looking to spend some time with a gal-pal or catch up with a bro, San Diego has a
cornucopia of activities to accommodate your needs. Since the typical college wallet can
not sustain expensive ventures, The Vista has compiled a guide to satisfy you (and/or your
date's) day -tripping and romantic cravings.

B. Julian
Known particularly for its Apple Days Festival in October, Julian also encompasses
a wide range of interests. For starters, the town has a myriad of antique shops and
quaint bed and breakfasts. Indulging in a pie from this little mountain town is a must.
Conveniently, for the of-age consumer, the surrounding vineyards nicely accompany
the delicious desserts. Julian gets all four seasons, so remember to dress accordingly.
C. Palm Springs
Second-home to rich and famous southern California inhabitants. Palm
Springs has a wide range of offerings. With amazing restaurants and warm,
dry weather, this could be just what the doctor ordered. The aerial tram
rises 8,500 feet above the desert, inviting adventurers to explore a multitude
of hiking trails. If hiking is not your bag, relaxing by the pool or playing a
round of golf on one of the many famous greens provides a great time as
well.
I>. Temeeula
If you are over 21 and are looking for a unique experience, consider heading
out to the vineyards of Temeeula. Better yet. there is a shuttle from San
Diego to the \alle\ that can serve as vour designated driver. \n hour north
of the city, the area offers sprawling grasslands and an Old Town that is day trip heaven.Temeeula also offers hot air balloon rides, the perfect perch for
watching a stunning winter sunset hint, hint .
,
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F. Vnza Borrego Desert
Are you and your partner looking to spend a night in the desert under the
stars;' \n/a Borrego Desert, only two hours outside of San Diego, vv ill bring
out the nature lover inside both of you. I liking, camping and visiting lush
palm groves are just some of the activities available here. If you venture far
enough out into some pockets of the desert,you may come across one of the
oases. Att/.a is the perfect rejuvenalion site away from civ ili/aliou.
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H. Warner Springs Ranch
Don't have a Jacuzzi? No problem. Warner Springs Ranch is directly east
and home to geothermal pools, both hot mineral and fresh water. They also
offer golf, horseback riding and tennis. The springs are adjacent to Anza
Borrego and Julian, as well as the Temeeula wineries.
I. Wild Animal Park's Adults-Only Sleepover (Animal Amore)
You and your partner can spend Feb. 11 or Feb. 12 at the Wild Animal Park
learning about animal mating rituals. Couples over 21 years old can enjoy a
candlelit dinner, an animal breeding tour and play the mating game (per the
description on their website). Talk about an aphrodisiac.
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J. For the Love of Chocolate
Chocolate lovers unite! Couples over 21 years old can enjoy 10 beer or wine
and chocolate pairing tastes at this Eseondido staple on Feb. 12. Live music
completes the event, sure to bring out the best in both of you. Tickets are
only $20.
K. Skydiving
For the uber audacious, consider skydiving in Jairuil. To go with a trained
professional at 13,000 feet it will cost you $189 per person. This experience
will make for an unforgettable Valentine's Day You'll also get points for
creativity.
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F. Catalina Island
Look out to the horizon and you can catch a glimpse of Catalina. Full of
w ildlife ranging from dolphins to bison, and brimming with activities from
diving to parasailing, Catalina Island is a Pacific gem. You can zip-line here,
too. Many tour companies offer bundle packages for reasonable prices as
you transport to the island on the Catalina Express 'leaving from San Pedro,
Dana Point and Long Beach daily) and stay in Avalon.
G. Concerts
Music always brings people together. Hip hop lovers can enjoy the sounds
of Zion I at the Epicentre in Mira Mesa on Feb. 11 for $15. If you are both
looking for a wild night out, check out Felix da Houseeat at Voyeur on Feb. 11.
A bit of a drive to the North may be worth it to see Snoop Dogg in Pomona,
or The Decern berists at the Will cm, both on Saturday. Also performing are
Kenny G and Michael Bolton at Universal City Walk in Los Angeles on Feb.
II caul ion: for the serious romancers only;.
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L. Massages
No one to take you out, or no one you are willing to drag out? Treat yourself
to a massage. Head to Massage Thai Way in Mission Valley for under $50,
or compensate for not treating another person and splurge for one at The
Grand Del Mar. No shame required.

Point Loma

M. Big Bear Mountain
Come people just love the cold. Two-and-a-half hours from San Diego is
magnificent Big Bear City, a mountain town with two ski resorts. Big Bear
Mountain and Snow Summit have fresh snow days into at least April but
now is the prime time to go. The main road is dotted with cozy cabins to
snuggle up apres ski.

^ 'ft*
J?

\tOflb s 4
*

Heart courtesy of The Project Gutenburg eBook. Map courtesy of yeIlowmaps.com.
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Watch Instantly, instantly: The Vista picks your Netflix
I

FLIX, continued from Front Page
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Instantly to make it easier for you
to find new movies to enjoy.
Netflix has over 20 million mem
bers in the U.S. and Canada. The com
pany is currently the leading Internet
subscription service for online movie
streaming. Unfortunately, finding a
worthwhile film quickly is nearly im
possible. We've laboriously searched
high and low for worthy Watch Instantly's and the following are the films we
found, loved and recommend.
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Kaitlin Perry's Picks

.

"Antichrist"
Starring Willem Dafoe and Charlotte
Gainsbourg
Directed by Lars von Trier
This psychological thriller tells
the story of a therapist (Dafoe) and his
wife (Gainsbourg) who travel to their
cabin in the woods following the death
of their young son. However, grief
brings about strange happenings, many
of which cause pain, mental suffering
and intensely undeniable sexual urges.
It's one of those movies that is both
disturbing and eye-opening. Though
strange, it's worth your time.
"Natural Born Killers"
Starring Woody Harrelson, Juliette
Lewis, Robert Downey Jr. and Tommy
Lee Jones
Directed by Oliver Stone
This wild, crazy, gory, loud,
violent, colorful, disturbing film is a
cult classic I'm told, and I certainly see
why. Directed by the brilliant Stone,
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the satirical film explores the media in
all its "glory," from messed up sitcoms
to overzealous investigative TV crime
show hosts. Comm majors will love
this, as will people who love real,
live-action fantasy films about taking
revenge on the people that bother and/
or hurt you.
"Californication: Season 1"
Starring David Duchovny and Natascha
McElhone
Directed by David von Ancken
"Californication" is my absolute
favorite TV show ever. It's about a
sexy, irresistible author (Duchovny)
who
struggles
with
his
adult
responsibilities, like being a parent and
winning back the mother of his child.
He's smart, witty, quick and extremely
attractive, as is McElhone's character.
Pleasing to both males and females,
you'll most likely finish season one
in a day or two, so add the rest of the
seasons to your queue ASAP.
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Surfing, waves and
a book on the same

By Kvle Strickland
I love surfing. I love waves and
being wet and freezing and salty and
sunburned and bruised and drained of
all energy from spending hours in the
water.
There are few things better than the
adrenal surge resulting from pulling out
of a six-foot barrel, making the drop on
a ledgy reef break or scratching toward
a massive outside canyon set at Black's
Only to get lipped right on the head and
held under for 10 seconds, surfacing for
a moment before getting pounded yet
again.
Yes, I even enjoy the beatings that
come with surfing. You might think it's
just water, so it can't hurt that bad. Un
fortunately, you're thinking wrong. Reef
can be sitting only feet below you, and
being dragged across the coral is less
than comfortable. Heavy lips are full
of power, and on big days it is normal
to be tossed and spun underwater while
avoiding the great peril of the fins and
nose of your board (not to mention oth
er peoples' boards). I love heavy days;
those are the ones that challenge me and
make me a stronger, better surfer.
I think that the variable aspect of
surfing is the one that most draws me to
the sport, keeping me from dropping it
for any other obsession or hobby. Since
San Diego is not as consistently good as
Indonesia or other surf heavens, it be
comes that much more exciting when
I find a good day of waves. Even girls
become second on my list to these elu
sive waves. Catching the ocean at the
right time is the ultimate reward for the
exhaustive efforts of endless searching
between my day to day responsibilities.
The nature of the ocean is extreme
ly sensitive to countless factors, and the

combination of different locations, con
ditions, tides, swell sizes, periods, swell
directions and so on all affect the waves'
characteristics as they break. I've surfed
the same spots over and over, and I still
have yet to see a day exactly the same as
one before. This lure is what makes the
hunt for waves so enticing; you really
never know what you are in for until
you go out and jump in.
Water itself is much more com
plicated and powerful of a substance
than we often give it credit for being.
Tremendous force and mystery travel
through this liquid medium, and until
reading Susan Casey's "The Wave," I
had no idea of the extent of the sheer
force that water is capable of transport
ing.
In interviews with insanely intelli
gent scientists, Casey finds out that not
much is known (scientifically speaking)
about how waves are in fact formed
and how to predict them. Ocean waves,
it was recently discovered, are in fact
non-linear, as opposed to other forms of
energy, such as light and sound. This al
lows for internal waves, or waves that
travel sub-surface and can measure at
least 600 feet or more. The possibili
ties are mind-numbing, and my love for
the complexity of the ocean has grown
since reading the facts listed throughout
Casey's book. "The bottom line," Casey
confers, "is that wave science is mindmeltingly complex because waves
themselves are that way."
What is the biggest wave, includ
ing tsunamis and other freak wave inci
dents, you think has ever been record
ed? Casey cites evidence of a wave that
measured 1,740 feet in Lituya Bay, Ak.,
in 1958. This inconceivable height was
determined after the fact, though there
were several surviving eyewitnesses on
boats in the harbor who somehow man
aged to charge and clear the monstrous
wall of energy charging towards them.
That fact blew my mind completely. I
get scared often in the water when it is
above seven feet. But over 1000 feet?
Almost 2000? This wave in fact was
created by an enormous amount of landmass and glacier falling into the bay on
the opposite side, so it was a very local
ized wave event. Still, this is a freakish
example of the power of water.

"Falling Down"
Starring Michael Douglas and Robert
Duvall
Directed by Joel Schumacher
Bill Foster (Douglas) seems like a
normal, albeit perturbed, businessman,
stuck in traffic in stuffy work clothes
and a tie. But as his day gets worse
and worse, he loses his temper more
and more. As Foster begins to lose his
mind at the fault of social injustices
(like rising prices and the hours of fast
food establishments), a soon-to-beretired cop decides to take him on and
bring him down, no matter how many
people try to make him retire early.
This movie, described as both a dark
comedy and psychological thriller, is a
great film to live vicariously through,
as most of us don't want to hold up
McDonald's when they stop serving
breakfast at breakfast time.
"Wonder Boys"
Starring Michael Douglas, Tobey
Maguire and Katie Holmes
Directed by Curtis Hanson
"Wonder Boys" is the tale of
acclaimed
writer/professor
Grady
Tripp (Douglas) who is struggling
to finish his book, turn his affair into
something more and figure out what
Maguire's character's deal is, all the
while avoiding the advances of Holmes'
character, a student currently renting
a room in his home. It's a wonderful
film filled
with quirky, yet highly
intelligent, revelations, as well as an
entertaining twist that you definitely
don't see coming. This is one of my
better, if not my best. Watch InsttJfltly
finds on Netflix, and it is considered
one of Douglas' best films, so watch it.
"Cannibal! The Musical"
Starring Trey Parker and Matt Stone
(creators of "South Park")
Directed by Trey Parker
Yes, this movie is about cannibalism
and yes, this movie was an effed creation

of a "South Park" creator. No, this movie
is not super gross and no, this movie is
not musically annoying. This movie is
genius. The plot revolves around Alferd
Packer and a group of gold prospectors
that get stranded in the Rocky Mountains.
The content can be left up to imagination,
but keep in mind that the majority of the
story is told through hilarious song and
dance performances.

Gabrielle Obeji's Picks
"Return to Me"
Starring David Duchovny, Minnie
Driver and Bonnie Hunt
Directed by Bonnie Hunt
"Return to Me" is a romantic
and sentimental movie that truly
touches the heart. Main character Bob
Rueland's (Duchovny) world is turned
upside down when his wife is killed
in a tragic car accident, after which
he decides to donate her organs. After
a sad year of mourning and coming
to terms with the loss of his wife,
Rueland finds love and happiness again
in a funny waitress played by Driver.
However, he discovers that she had
received a heart transplant at the same
time and place of his late wife's death.
Famous actress, comedian, writer and
TV producer Hunt directs the film.
Although emotional at first, Hunt and
her amazing cast of characters show the
power of the heart and the possibility
of a second chance at love. This movie
is for any hopeless romantic who loves
a happy ending.
•"The-Parking-Lot Movte" »
Documentary
Directed by Meghan Eckman
Showcasing the lives of normal
people in Virginia, "The Parking Lot
Movie" is a documentary that observes
a Charlottesville, Va., parking lot for
three years, capturing all the action
and lives that move through it. It may
sound dull, but filmmaker
Meghan
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Eckman manages to inspire viewers
by capturing the joys and hardships
of parking lot attendants. Overall, the
documentary is a personal look into the
American Dream as witnessed through
a single parking lot. Eckman, who
started her career as a video editor, has
a profound interest in documentaries
and narrative storytelling. This helps
create an inspirational movie out
of an unlikely subject. The film is
hilarious, with its personal interviews
of the quirky attendants as well as the
capturing of funny parking lot events.
It is a must-see for anyone looking for
a good laugh and a new respect for the
simple things in life, like a parking lot.

"Heartbreaker"
Starring Romain Duris, Vanessa
Paradis, Francois Damiens and Julie
Ferrier
Directed by Pascal Chaumeil
"Heartbreaker" is a classic French
film, combining elements of a spy movie
with a traditional romantic comedy
plot. The main character, Alex (Duris),
his sister, Melanie (Ferrier) and her
husband, Marc (Damiens), earn money
by breaking up relationships. However,
Alex finds himself head over heels for
one of his client's daughters, Juliette
(Paradis). Alex must choose to either
ruin the wedding of Juliette and her
lover or stay quiet about his feelings.
The foreign film was directed in Monaco
by Chaumeil. There are many references
to popular American culture, including
a-nod to George Michael and a scene
dedicated to "Dirty Dancing," both of
which add to the film's humorous charm.
"Heartbreaker" is a foreign romantic
comedy with a great soundtrack that can
be enjoyed by any witty romantic.
Suprisingly Instant
"Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind" and "A Clockwork Orange."
Romain Doris

Vanessa Farad is
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Super violent advertisements
Bv Conor Cawley
Football coaches and players are
not the only ones preparing for the
Super Bowl every year. Companies
with enough cash prepare extremely
expensive advertisements for one
of the largest and most attentive
audiences in television.
The price of a single 30-second
commercial spot in the Super Bowl this
year was quoted at around $3 million.
With such a high price of admission,
advertisers have been known to step
up the quality of their advertisements,
humor being a big part of the equation.
Expectations were high for the
advertising regulars of the most recent
Super Bowls, including Budweiser,
Pepsi, E-Trade and Doritos.
But the large price tag on
these commercials does not assure
marketing success. A degree of artistic
ability, combined with knowledge of
the American people and consumer
trends, leads advertisers to go in
one of two directions with their ads:
overwhelming violence or overpriced
special effect extravagance.
Snickers knocked out Roseanne
Barr with a log, McDonald's had bears
attack a family of campers, Pepsi
literally threw their product at the faces
of potential consumers (or actors), Dr.

House (of Fox's hit series, "House")
threw his cane at an unsuspecting
young child and Doritos smashed a
dog through a door at an unsuspecting
actor,
more
than
exemplifying
America's acceptance of violence.
Similarly, countless companies
were consistent with the overpriced
nature of the Super Bowl, spending
far more than the miniscule price of a
"vacant lot" to the mansion of special
effects and celebrities they planned to
grace the audience with.
Celebrities are not an uncommon
entity of Super Bowl ads, but a few
choice appearances (like that of
Eminem in both Lipton Brisk Iced Tea
and Chrysler commercials) along with
other combined celebrity appearances
(like those of Joan Rivers, Danica
Patrick, Ozzy Osburne and Justin
Bieber) made for a surprisingly starstudded advertising event.
Movie-quality special effects also
graced the Super Bowl ad stage. The
Kia Optima commercial, for example,
shows the vastly universal desire for
the car by staging several situations in
which the car is stolen. The methods
include a James Bond-like helicopter
theft, a supernatural grab by the sea god
Poseidon (looking more authentic than
the young Jeff Bridges in "TRON"), a
close encounter of the CGI kind with
an alien abduction and a brief journey

through time via a wormhole that
would have made Michael Bay blush.
Even minor advertisements for
car dealerships insisted on making
the most of the expensive marketing
opportunity, employing the use of
movie-quality special effects to get
their message out. An advertisement
for Al's Chevrolet dealership involved
the famously epic special effects seen
in the "Transformers" movie with the
appearance of Bumblebee, one of the
monstrous creations in the critically
acclaimed film,
to punctuate the
commercial.
While the use of these simple
advertising techniques may vastly
over-generalize
the
population's
wants and interests as money-focused
and violence-starved, the advertising
moguls seem to have done their
research, as more than 100 million
of the Super Bowl's viewers watched
most of the commercials.
Many argue that the complaints
against violence are less than futile
as they air during one of the most
violent sports in the country. But these
techniques, while less than morally
sound, have been used for years in
Super Bowl ads and regular ads alike,
and have done quite well for their
respective companies. So as the old
saying goes, "If it ain't broke, don't fix
it."
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Airwaves open up for low-power radio
By Ryan Coghill
Big moves have been made for
the little guys. The road for low-power
FM radio is being cleared with help
from President Obama, FCC Chairman
Julius Genachowski and the machinery
behind the grassroots movement known
as the Local Community Radio Act, the
Prometheus Radio Project.
According to PrometheusRadio.
org, the Local Community Radio Act
repeals the restrictions on LPFM radio
stations, which were put in place by
Congress in 2000. The restrictions
narrowed down the number of
frequencies made available to LPFMs
by only allowing low-power stations to
be four clicks from full-power stations,
rather than three. The meaning of this
foreign lingo is quite simple, actually. A
full power station like FM 94/9, based
here in San Diego, is on the frequency
94.9. Four clicks away from this station
would be the frequency 95.7. Flowever,
the problem is 95.7 is occupied by
a country music station based in
Carlsbad, leaving no room for a LPFM
station to broadcast.
On Jan. 7, President Obama
signed the Local Community Radio
Act, which will open up the airwaves
for LPFM to broadcast three clicks
from full power stations, allowing
more 100-watt licenses to be handed
out by the FCC for urban areas. Since
100-watts doesn't reach more than 10
to 15 miles, this makes the stations
that are broadcasting on a low-power
station very community oriented. Local
stations will have the opportunity to
promote community-based events,
which can lead to improvement within
the community. This also opens the
opportunity for promotion of local
artists that many of the listeners may
know personally, gauging the interest
they have in learning more about their
neighbors.
Another perk about having local
stations so close by is the help they
can provide during disasters and
emergencies. According to urb.com,
volunteers who had been helping
establish
ground
communications
in Afghanistan helped create "the

Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista

On Jan.7, President Obama signed the Local Community Radio Act.The FCC is expected to begin taking applications for 100-watt licenses in November 2011.

network that made a lifeline possible
for first responders in Hancock County,
Mississippi - where Katrina actually
first touched down." As a result, LPFM
saved lives in New Orleans postHurricane Katrina. When it comes
down to it, true local radio is radio
within your neighborhood, radio that
sees first hand what is going on, not

from a base camp 40 miles away.
Potentially, this Act could be
huge for a campus like USD. Just last
year, 2010 alumnus Nick Peterson
successfully received financial support
from the university to fund the equipment
necessary to record and produce radio
shows on campus. Currently, USD
Radio resides in a small broom closet in

the Student Life Pavilion on the fourth
floor. Nevertheless, the "studio" has
been busy with students competing to
receive airtime on the Internet-streamed
station. Now that the LCRA has been
approved, and the FCC plans to accept
100-watt license applications as early
as November of this year, there is hope
for USD Radio to expand their audience

to the FM airwaves. Imagine listening
to your fellow scholars in places like
Tu Mercado, Frank's Lounge, Aromas
or even your own off-campus home.
Hearing different voices, opinions and
music that may never have crossed
paths in the first place could potentially
strengthen the sense of community on
USD's campus.

Iron & Wine stays clean with Sam Beam
By Ben Burmeister
Samuel Beam, who performs
under the stage name Iron & Wine,
is a singer, songwriter and father of
five who resides in Austin, Texas.
His sound up to this point has been
one of exquisite beauty and meager
means, consisting of soft, whispered
vocals, layered self-harmonies and
his formidable skill with the acoustic
guitar. His work has appeared in
films such as "Twilight" and "Garden
State." He totes an assembly of solid
songs for the jaded and downhearted
that have enough melody to lift the
spirits, with lyrical commentary
centering on political and religious
undertones.
For his fourth LP, "Kiss Each
Other Clean," he has signed with
Warner Bros. Records, marking his
first major label debut. This can be
the kiss 'of death for loyal fans that
loathe the corporate machine. Going
corporate sometimes results in the loss
of the original authenticity of artists
and can mark the almost imminent
selling-out of promising performers.
However, it seems that Beam is
just trying to feed his five kids and
continue to produce good music. He
has been given total artistic freedom
by Warner Bros, and he wants the
album to sound like "that early-tomid-70s FM, radio-friendly music."
The influence is apparent throughout

the finished product.
That being said, this album is a
surprising departure from his earnest
campfire guitar picking into a surplus
of unfamiliarity that, at first, is outside
of the average fan's familiarity. Beam
takes more risks, trading the scarcity
and melancholy of his previous
work for the presence of an entire
band to back him up, including both
saxophone and synthesizers.
After hearing Beam's previous
work, some of the sounds on this
album are downright shocking, but
they rarely feel contrived. He retains
his lush, falsetto harmonies throughout
the album, yet each song is a leap into
uncharted territory, ranging from folk
to funk to jazz and back again.
The album opens with "Walking
Far From Home," a song that begins
with ambient fuzz and vocals that
almost sound like a bedroom recording
on GarageBand, which is concerning.
Nevertheless, the song trudges
along with harmonies laced like
a double helix around Beam's
triumphant vocal centerpiece and
cryptic imagery. It is evident that
Beam is desperately trying to make
a statement bigger than himself with
this album, and at that he just might
succeed.
The lyrics are a barrage of
connotative nostalgia: "Saw a white
dog chase its tail/ And a pair of hearts
carved into a stone/ I saw kindness
and an angel/ Crying, 'Take me back
home, take me back home.'"

By the time the song ends with
"And it came like a call...from the
Lord," avid listeners will realize that
Beam is no longer the simplistic
whisperer we've previously known
him to be.
The remainder of the album
alternates between funky, lazy bass
lines similar to those found on an Of
Montreal album and upbeat, sunny
pop backed by weaving voice strata
that I am not ashamed to compare to
Brian Wilson.
The new contrasts of ambient
sound and the occasional lack of
melody is made up for by the lyrical
genius Beam brings to the table. The
first minute of "Monkeys Uptown" is
a perfect example. There are definitely
parts of the work where Beam loses
his footing with the arrangement, but
he brakes in a tempo change from a
guitar solo into a slow progressive
grind, while still retaining all vocal
composure. Quickly the song morphs
into a soft-setting tune.
The mood of the album swings
from song to song and the unusual
ambition packed into the album
assures that a good amount can be
classified as psych-folk, and the cover
adds evidence to this genre distinction.
The listener may grow tiresome
of Iron & Wine's melodic repetition
on some songs, but there is a lot of
subtle movement within each track's
tones. This represents a giant step
up from his original man-and-guitar
routine to a 10-man project.

Photo courtesy of Moses

Iron &Wine released "Kiss Each Other Clean" on Jan. 25.

Cowgirls get the blues but will still ride on strong
By Will Schmidt
Imagine you were born with an
odd, physical mutation. How would
you react? Would you shun it and at
tempt to fix it with plastic surgery, or
would you embrace your oddity? Such
is the fantastical nature of Tom Robbins' bestselling novel, "Even Cow
girls Get the Blues."
"Even Cowgirls Get the Blues" is
the perfect 365-page way to get your
mind off the pressures of life, stimu
late your imagination and perhaps
learn a thing or two along the way.
Robbins spins a tale of a young wom
an, Sissy Hankshaw, as she grows into
womanhood and becomes more com
fortable with her own physical muta
tion - severely enlarged thumbs.
To understand the story and its
radical elements, an attempt to un
derstand the complex mind of Robbins must first be made. The Portland
Oregonian describes Robbins as "a

vital natural resource." The Financial
Times of London classifies him as
"one of the wildest and most entertain
ing novelists in the world." Perhaps
Fernando Pivano of Italy's Corriere
della Sera hits the nail hardest on the
head when he labels Robbins as "the
most dangerous writer in the world
today."
Do not let this get you down
though, because it is not the material
of Robbins' story that evokes such la
bels as these, but rather the heated, of
ten inflammatory concepts he boldly
brings to the table. Some of the most
pressing issues brought up in "Even
Cowgirls Get the Blues" are religion,
money, gender, race and sexuality, but
these all revolve around an overreach
ing, almost hidden theme that Robbins
presses in all of his books - reality.
In an interview with January
Magazine, Robbins discusses his
views on reality. "Reality is contradic
tory. And it's paradoxical. If there's
any one word - if you had to pick one

word to describe the nature of the
universe - I think that word would be
paradox. That's true at the subatomic
level, right through sociological, psy
chological, philosophical levels on up
to cosmic levels."
How, then, does Robbins take a
story about a woman with oversized
thumbs and weave in his views on re
ality? The answer, at least to Robbins,
is simple: hitchhiking, in a sense.
The forms of paradox discussed
by Robbins in his interview with
January Magazine resonate with the
dreams of the elaborate characters he
creates. Sissy has oversized thumbs
and enjoys hitchhiking, one of the
only things she is able to do well in
her life. However, her parents attempt
to discourage this dream, until one day
when Sissy hitchhikes her way out of
her southern-bumpkin town. She does
not need parents to be happy, she just
needs the open road.
Another pivotal character. Bo
nanza Jellybean, has always wanted

to be a cowgirl. She finds it upset
ting that men can grow up to be ac
tual cowboys, but women can only
acknowledge this reality as a fantasy
while they are young. Like Sissy, she
runs away from home and fulfills her
dream of being a cowgirl, thus em
bodying a walking, societal paradox.
Robbins is even kind enough to
write himself into the story as a psy
chiatrist tasked with analyzing Sissy
later in her life. The paradox comes
when this doctor, who is supposed to
be bound by the rules of "reality," de
cides to call into work well one day.
He calls in, claiming that he has been
sick every other day of his life and has
finally been cured of this work-related
illness.
This is but a glimpse into Rob
bins' mind, and to truly view the depth
of his complexities, one must read the
story. From page one, Robbins grabs
the reader's imagination, and over the
course of the book he only tightens his
grip. Masterfully incorporating twists

of hilarity, love and hatred, Robbins
touches almost every human emotion
on the spectrum. When he introduces
satirically mislabeled characters, such
as The Chink, he is able to twist reality,
from a grounded stance into a Zen-like
paradise and then into something com
pletely different.
The coolest part of the story is that
Robbins does not stand separate from
the reader. Constantly interjecting his
actual thoughts in parenthesis, often
labeling himself "The Narrator," and
interrupting the story in between chap
ters with tangents running through his
mind at the time offers a very fun al
ternative to traditional storytelling. It
feels like Robbins is right at your side
as you wade through the viscous, cre
ative pulp he has so eloquently poured
onto the pages of his book.
As Thomas Pynchon, one of
America's most celebrated authors,
writes on the cover, "This is one of
those special novels - a piece of work
ing magic, warm, funny and sane."
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Student poetry on display in The Vista

Spherule

Sincerely, The Mistress

By Kelly Nassour

By Kelly Nassour

By nature's virtue the world exists. What elements does she enlist?

We could be lovers
behind closed doors.
Your heart's with another,
Yet, it's me you adore.

To state them all would be a chore, not even God would dare implore.
Though she be great, beyond mere words, when she speaks no voice is heard.

Still, what would there be,
when our lips do part,
but my dignity
as crushed as her heart.

She has no ear to overhear, the blather men have made her bare.
She makes no indication yet, that she has feelings to beset.
She does not condemn or tire, the flames of never-ending fire.
She does not fight or use discretion, and makes no mention of direction.
She has no memory of which to speak, and does not care to create mystique.
Though she makes no statement true, we have produced a theory or two.
The endeavor to find what lurks behind, what makes her clock still tick and wind

Family Barbecue

All conjecture leads to this: She is an object of remiss...
Projected values big and small, that man has set beyond his gall.

There will be no more fights between the two.
Sleep will finally be a time to lie
down truthfully
on a barbecue.
My flesh can burn in peace and
the smell of crisped hair will carry through the yard.

By Ryan Coghill

But, if she's just a mere material sphere, who does not feel,
How can we still think, we can conceive her missing link?

Brother and Sister will be at ease as well.
They will now have two houses to visit.
During the holidays they will get double the presents!
And double the meat!
And double the lectures!
And third degree burns all over their feet.

Miltonic Quatraine
By Kyle Strickland
I met you first in the gardens of Hell,
Though I thought them Eden's before.
The love that I dreamt could soothe and quell
Has unmasked you, Satan, a cunning whore.

The warmth of it all will take us
back to the time we were in our mother's womb.
We the three children know it well, as my father does too.

Kelsey Perry/The Vista

Burn It to the Dirt
By Kyle Strickland
Throw yourself
All around the room
Like a tin can of gasoline.

We know you've Been waiting aCCyear

Conventional Society
By Ryan Coghill

Douse yourself
In the chairs and tables.
Leak and drip your madness
Into the carpet;
Drown the house in your anger.
Then burn it to the dirt
That hasn't seen the light
Since the house sat on its face.

for someBocCy, anyBocCy to Bear.

As my dirty fingernails untangle your hair,
your head bows down in shame.

If you'cCCike to suBmit

Nine Inch Nails blasts from the radio.
You scream to your friend, "This is our song."

We 'CCfeature your work rigBt Bere!

JAjyoem or ticCBit,

SEND WRITINGS TO KSTRICKEAND@USDVISTA.COM

In actuality, it is mine.
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Hanging with my
mom

By Kaitlin Perry
I bought my Fleet Foxes ticket
the other day, as did my mom, sister's
friend, sister, boyfriend and boy-room
mate, and we're all going together. Isn't
that weird?
I don't know many people that go
to concerts with their mom, and I don't
know many nfcms that would want to
go to concerts with their 20-somethingyear-old child, but Mary Perry does,
and that is one of the many reasons that
I love her.
Last fall, I came across an extra Ar
cade Fire ticket. Because my mom loves
Bruce Springsteen, I knew she'd appre
ciate the experience, so I invited her.
The cutest part? My dad drove her there,
and he, she, my sister, my boyfriend and
I enjoyed a filling meal at IHOP before
we made our long treks home, them to
Ventura and us to San Diego.
Going to a concert with your mom
is an interesting experience. Not only
do you realize that you share a common
interest in a particular style of music,
but you get to drink together. My mom
made me go and buy two beers for us,
with her money. It was strange, but
when I was in line. Win Butler ran by
the bar, so in a way my mom paid me
to experience being next to one of the
most influential musicians of today. I'm
not one to be star-struck, but I definitely
enjoyed being one of the 10 people to
see Butler up close.
Because my mom is apparently
a good luck charm, I foresee amazing
things happening at the Fleet Foxes
show. Not only do I expect to see them
up close, but I also expect to be brought
onto the stage with them, serenaded and
eventually invited to be a part of the
band. Yes, Mary is really that lucky, but

no, miracles don't happen. The show,
however, will be beautiful and probably
life changing, both because the band
is one of the best bands to ever create
music and because the ticket was defi
nitely more than I could afford. Luckily
for me, Mar bought all six tickets so we
could be next to each other. Unfortu
nately, we still have to pay her back.
Mar Bear has quite a concert his
tory of her own. As an avid Springsteen
fan back in her younger, more reckless
days, she attended more shows than I
can count. I have a basic idea of how
many, considering the large picture
frame she has filled with concert tick
ets and an autographed record. I blame
her for my box full of concert tickets,
drumsticks and guitar picks that I've
collected over the years.
As a testament to our mutual obses
sion with live music, she bought me a
Moleskine music journal for Christmas.
It includes sections to write down your
favorite playlists, memorable concert
experiences and favorite song lyrics. I
have yet to delve into that project, but
as soon as I graduate and begin to feel
nostalgic for the days when I was a mu
sic-loving student, that journal will be
my refuge.
I suppose this column will be
added to the many "let me brag about
my mom" columns that I've written
throughout my career as a weekly col
umnist, but that's okay with me. Mar
Bear has changed my life significantly,
and provided me with countless musical
experiences that have shaped my future
and turned me into a one time snooty,
but presently accepting, soon to be pro
fessional (hopefully) music journalist.
She also gave me her Verizon upgrade,
$100 Verizon credit and $100 cash to
buy the iPhone for my birthday. Not
only will I be able to use that as an iPod
(my boyfriend drowned mine right be
fore Christmas), but I will no longer ac
cidentally hang up on her during phone
calls.
God, I love that woman, and the
many things she has provided me
with, like a box full of her best recipes,
though they never taste the same when
I make them. Maybe she'll be gracious
enough to make a delicious meal before
we venture to Spreckels for our Fleet
Foxes adventure. That would be perfect.

Kelsey Perry/The Vista
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Savory sandwiches to satisfy your hunger
By Allie Safran
In my opinion, a good sandwich
is hard to come by. The average
vegetarian sandwich often lacks a
variety of veggies and cheese, and if
it's turkey or salami, sometimes there's
just not enough meat between those two
pieces of bread.
Urbane Cafe, located down the hill
from campus, is pretty consistent, and
La Paloma is always a good last resort.
But in my search for a savory sandwhich
packed with flavor and goodies, I've
found that Shades Oceanfront Bistro
and The Deli Llama are definitely the
most worthy your trip off campus.
Don't let the outdated look of
Shades fool you. Set in a picturesque
location with a gorgeous ocean view,
Shades provides outstanding food
and service to the local characters of
Ocean Beach (and a few Mission Beach
stragglers) on a daily basis.
This eatery whips up some of
the best and most creative vegetarian
sandwiches I have ever tried. The Bliss
Veggie sandwich contains provolone
cheese, grilled zucchini, tomato, red
peppers, sun-dried tomato spread and

spring greens on a fresh, multi-grain
baguette for just $6.95. This sandwich
is served cold and is so packed with
ingredients that you are sure to be
satisfied by the sandwich alone.
If you're in the mood for
something a little more savory, try the
Wisdom Veggie panini, which is loaded
with goat cheese, grilled Portobello
mushrooms, roasted yellow peppers,
red onions, sun-dried tomatoes, pesto
spread and spring greens on warm and
soft focaccia bread.
For the carnivores, I can promise
there won't be a shortage of meat on
these sandwiches. The Trust Roast
Beef panini contains piles of tender
roast beef, sharp white cheddar, Dijon
mustard, roasted red bell peppers, red
onions and spring greens on focaccia
for $7.95. The Vision Turkey panini,
one of their best-sellers, has smoked
turkey breast with melted smoked
gouda, bacon, peppers and roasted
garlic spread, also on focaccia bread for
$7.95.
All sandwiches and panini orders
come with the option of adding sweet
potato fries, French fries, onion rings
or, my personal favorite, a choice of

Llama has a very apparent following
that I witnessed firsthand. The staff was
friendly and attentive, making sure the
long line of customers wasn't waiting
too long for their sandwiches, creating
an atmosphere where customers
couldn't help but feel welcome.
The Deli Llama has all of the
classics: turkey, roast beef, ham,
salami, veggie - you name it. Using
sprouts, pesto mayo, gourmet cheeses
and only Boar's Head-labeled deli
meats, The Deli Llama concocts a
must-eat sandwich, grilled or cold,
for every customer. Although I wish
I could have stayed all day eating my
way through the quaint cafe, I was in
a hurry and ordered a sandwich to go.
I opted for the Flying Trapeze panini,
which sounded like an extra delicious
grilled cheese.
When I received my sandwich, I
was thrilled to see the bread thoroughly
grilled with just the perfect amount of
butter to make it smooth and crispy.
As I launched into the first bite, melted
havarti, mozzarella and fontina cheeses
oozed out from every side of this
exceptional sandwich. As I ate further,
I tasted basil, tomato and a hint of

two different couscouses for just $ 1.
If you prefer pesto, don't miss out
on the Pesto Couscous, which combines
Portobello mushrooms with sun-dried
tomatoes, grilled zucchini and artichoke
hearts with pesto-flavored couscous. If
you like something with a little more
zest, try the Cucumber Lime Couscous,
which combines cucumber with
zucchini, red peppers, green onions and
cilantro with lime-infused couscous.
If you enjoy the alternative vibe
and funky locals of Ocean Beach,
be sure to stop by this neighborhood
favorite for some great grub and views
that are hard to beat.
I stumbled upon this second
sandwich shop by chance. Located in
Hillcrest's restaurant row, The Deli
Llama's clever name caught my eye and
prompted a sharp turn into the nearest
parking lot. As I stepped through
the doors of this petite cafe, I knew
immediately from the mismatched
chairs and the tables covered by coffee
table books that I was going to like the
place.
"Good to see you in here again,"
the cashier said to the person grabbing
their sandwich in front of me. The Deli

honey. When I saw honey listed on the
menu under the Flying Trapeze, I was
skeptical, but after tasting all of the
flavors together, the drizzle of honey
added something special to this panini
of cheesy goodness. As if that wasn't
perfect enough, at the bottom of my
carry-out bag was a piece of saltwater
taffy, adding the perfect touch to a
perfect 'wich.
Besides having an outstanding deli
sandwich, The Deli Llama receives
weekly shipments of cookies from
The Cravory. If you haven't sampled
a cookie from The Cravory, you are
missing out. The cookies, available
at the La Jolla and Hillcrest farmers'
markets and online, can be customized
to fit any sweet tooth, because you can
literally build your own cookie. From
Red Velvet to Pancakes and Bacon, to
Birthday Cake or Banana Creme Pie,
The Cravory offers the best cookies in
San Diego, even though they may be
hard to track down.
Next time you're in Hillcrest, head
over to Fifth Avenue and discover both
cheesy and sugary bits of heaven at The
Deli Llama, and maybe see a familiar
face along the way.

February is the month to visit San Diego museums
By Jaxon Smith
Macy's, the department store that
puts on the huge Thanksgiving Day
parade also has a hand in furthering
education locally here in San Diego.
Multiple museums within San Diego
have partnered with Macy's in order
to celebrate Museum Month, a month
devoted to honoring museums and the
great educational value they offer.
In order to partake in this
celebration, all you need to do is go
to any Macy's store in San Diego and
pick up a free Museum Month pass.
With this pass, you will be able to enter
any of the 40 museums participating in
the program at half-price for the entire
month of February. A great aspect of
this program is that this pass is good for
four people, meaning multiple people
will be able to get into the museum for

half-price with only one pass.
Of the 40 museums that are
participating in this celebration of
Museum Month, 14 are found in
Balboa Park, located just 15 minutes
south of USD. Balboa Park is home to
many museums and other attractions.
It boasts 19 museums total, a worldrenowned zoo and a premier theater,
all on 1,200 acres of land.
A great museum to start with is
the Ruben H. Fleet Science Center.
Admittedly, those who don't love
science may not be terrifically excited
about this museum, but upon entering
they will realize that this place is
educational and fun for even the most
unscientific of museum enthusiasts.
The best part about the Science
Center's hands-on and interactive
exhibits is that they can be operated by
children, yet they are still interesting
for al'Y ages; even those whose extent

of scientific knowledge ends at putting
Mentos in bottles of Diet Coke.
At the Science Center, everyone
is able to learn a myriad of scientific
fields, including how oceanic waves
are created, how sound travels, how
the world rotates and why a Slinky
falls down stairs in the crazy way it
does.
This museum is great because it
uses fun and exciting ways to teach
something unfamiliar. If Bill Nye the
Science Guy made a science museum,
this would be it. In addition to these
great exhibits, the Fleet also houses
an impressive IMAX Dome Theatre.
This huge theater shows a variety of
scientific films, with topics ranging
from the solar system to the geology
of earth.
Whether someone is an avid
science fan or just wants to take
advantage of a good deal, the Fleet

will allow anyone to enjoy themselves many different places, time periods
and people, including artists like
while learning about science.
The San Diego Museum of Art is a Georgia O'Keefe, Frida Kahlo and
great museum to visit next. People who ClaudeMonet. The museum also holds
have been to this museum know that a number of local Mexican and Chicano
its exhibitions, as well as its permanent art pieces, honoring the culture and
lifestyle of Southern California.
collections, are fabulous.
Parking can be a bit temperamental
Currently at the museum is a large
exhibition of woodblock prints from in Balboa Park, but don't let this deter
18th and 19th century Japan, entitled your visit to the museums. Sometimes
"Dreams and Diversions." The lines getting lost in the park is the best way
for these art exhibits can get fairly to find something new, and you may
lengthy, so it is recommended to go see even find a new museum that wasn't
the pieces on a weekday, when fewer on your list.
AH in all, Balboa Park is an ideal
people are visiting the park.
As with any art exhibition, these place for some fun and educational
pieces have a limited engagement. enlightenment. The museums at
This fact should encourage interested Balboa Park are an easy place to spend
people to view the pieces soon, at a time with friends, learn something new
discounted price, before they are sent and appreciate art. Challenge yourself
to see something new, and find out how
away.
The
museum's
permanent many museums you can see before the
collection includes pieces from month is over
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Freshman running back Sam Hoekstra attempts to outrun a Valparaiso defender in theToreros' 30-10 victory last season. USD hopes that the momentum gained from their late season surge will carry over into next season.

Last season's late momentum key to spring practice
By Phillip Morelli
Fresh after Superbowl XLV, it
would seem as though the football
calendar would remain relatively quiet
until August, when the season starts
again. However, that is not the case
for USD's squad, which starts spring
football practice today.
The Toreros endured a bumpy
2010 season, initially stumbling in the
first half of the campaign. However,
they were able to turn things around
and win four out of their last five
games, lifting them to third place in
the Pioneer Football League standings.
For their achievements on the field, 12
members of the team were awarded
All-PFL conference honors. The

Toreros' defensive end, Mario Kurn,
was named the team's most valuable
player and announced as a Division
I Football Chanpionship Subdivision
All-American by the Associated Press.
Although the team did graduate
II seniors after the season, the
current squad is inundated with
playing experience and leadership.
Quarterback Mason Mills, who
finished with 2,160 passing yards,
returns for his junior season as the
explicit leader on offense. Seniors
Kurn and Al-Rilwan Adeyemi will
lead an experienced defense.
The team has also been boosted
by the addition of 10 new transfers.
While it is not uncommon for players
to transfer schools, doing so mid-year
is often difficult, But, it can have its

The microcosm of
USD sports

By Tyler Wilson
With
4.3 seconds remaining,
USD's Chris Gabriel could have
clinched the victory for the Toreros.
One free throw. That's all it would have
taken to sink the Pepperdine Waves this
past Saturday. As Gabriel was on the
free-throw line, 1 could not help but
display my elation for a team that was
on its way to earning its first "winning
streak" of the season. As an avid Torero
fan, 1 could not help but be hopeful for
the future. Maybe this victory would
lead to a substantial winning streak.
Maybe it would propel the Toreros into
a West Coast Conference Tournament
run similar to the one they had in 2008.
Maybe, just maybe.
I was already thinking of what I
would do after Gabriel made his free
throw. I assumed he would make it. 1
hoped he would make it. But my hopes
and assumptions were turned upside
down when he missed that free throw.
The Waves' Mychel Thompson
got the rebound and hit nothing but net
on a 35-foot shot, sending the game into
overtime. There was still hope, but deep
down 1 knew there was no chance of a
Torero victory.
In a season that was already
marred by defeat, I was hoping, as an
optimistic fan would, that we might
get something started by winning
consecutive games. Even though we had
a chance to win in overtime, I knew that
this shot would demoralize a team that
was ready to go to the locker room. But
this demoralization was not a result of
a lack of effort or lack of talent, it was
nothing more than a lack of luck
This game was a microcosm of the

history of the USD athletic department,
as it encapsulated the unlucky nature of
USD sports programs.
USD has had its share of luck
in the past though, most recently in
Saturday's game with the absence of
Pepperdine's Keion Bell, their leading
scorer. USD had similar luck when
UCONN's star guard, A.J. Price, tore
his ACL very early in the Toreros' 2008
NCAA tournament upset. But unlike
this program-defining game, the Toreros
could not take advantage of an opposing
team's injuries on Saturday.
Nonetheless, USD has never been
able to truly capitalize on these lucky
opportunities. They have never won a
national championship in a team sport.
The closest we have been to winning a
team national championship is with our
1992 men's soccer team. They advanced
all the way to the national championship
game against the University of Virginia,
only to lose 2-0. According to some, we
were very lucky to even advance that
far.
But even our best team for quite
some time, USD baseball, has run into
its share of roadblocks. When it reached
the NCAA tournament in 2008, The
Toreros ran into a Fresno State team that
came out of nowhere. Fresno State ended
up plowing through everyone en route to
their first-ever national championship.
It doesn't matter how much talent
a team has or how good they are, some
outcomes aren't left up to them. USD
has experienced this in almost every
sport. Fresno State was surely not
the best team that year, but they hit
their stride at the right time and beat
everybody in their path. In short, they
got lucky. The 2008 New York Giants
were surely not superior to the 18-0
New England Patriots, but played better
on that memorble Super Bowl Sunday.
Their timing was lucky.
USD has had many factors
contribute to their bad luck, few of
which they can control. Every champion
always needs a little bit of luck to reach
the zenith of their sport. USD sports are
are still waiting, and all we can do as
fans is sit back and hope that our luck
will arrive soon.

advantages.
"Transfers are able to gain
valuable experience when they come
before spring ball," said running
backs coach Andrew Rolin. "Having
them practice with the team for seven
months is obviously more beneficial
for the player and the team than just
having them show up for fall camp
and practice for only about a month
before the season starts."
During the spring semester, the
NCAA allows collegiate football
teams across the country to conduct
15 practices. One of those practices
includes an annual spring football
game, an intrasquad scrimmage that
has become a celebrated tradition for
many of the bigger programs across
the country.

"More and more today you
see coverage on spring practices,
especially at places like Florida or
Nebraska. They sell out of seats
at their home stadiums to watch a
scrimmage," said senior tight end
Patrick Doyle. "People can't get
enough football and it's exciting to
have a game in the middle of spring."
Over the next few months, these
teams will be grinding out practices
as though they were in the middle of
their actual season, using them to help
players gain experience and practice
time.
"During the season, it's tough for
everyone to get a good amount of reps
in practice," Mills said. "Unless you
are first or second string, you typically
are on the scout team and rarely get to

run our plays. Spring is a good time for
everyone on the team to get an equal
amount of reps. This is when guys on
the team make the biggest strides as a
football player."
Perhaps the most exciting aspect
of spring football is the preview fans
get into the new season ahead. This
year, the Toreros look to build on their
success at the end of last season and
rebound from earlier losses.
They open their season against
Azusa Pacific, a team that beat the
Toreros last year in the season opener.
As spring practice begins, Azusa is
already in the team's sights, and they
will be working to avenge that loss.
USD's annual spring football
game is scheduled for Feb. 26 at 11:00
a.m. at Torero Stadium.

Men's golf expecting to compete
for national championship

Hailey Means/TheVista

By Gunner Wiebe
The USD Golf Team finds itself
in a great position heading into the
spring season. After a strong fall
season that included two wins in
just five tournaments, the team is
poised to make a run at the NCAA
Championship. According to Golfstat,
the team was ranked No. 26 nationally
at the end of the fall season.
Head coach Tim Mickelson
is excited for the spring season to
get underway. "I am happy with our
ranking given that I don't think we
played our best golf," Mickelson said.
"I know the guys on the team feel
the same way and everyone has been
anticipating the spring season to start."
The spring season kicks off on
Saturday with the Battle at the Beach,
hosted by Long Beach State at Pelican
Hills Golf Club. The spring offers an
opportunity for the team to move up in
the rankings and get inside the top 10
for the first time in school history.
Alex Ching, standout junior,
knows how big of an opportunity they

have. "It would be extremely exciting
to get inside the top 10," Ching said.
"Our team is really good this year and
there is no reason why we shouldn't
be able to reach this goal. The top 10
would be great but our main goal is to
win the national championship."
Ching has had a great run as
a Torero and finds himself being
recognized on an international level.
According to the World Amateur
Golf Rankings, Ching is the third
ranked golfer in the world. This is an
incredible accomplishment and is no
fluke. Ching is a hard worker, but very
humble about his individual ranking.
"It's something that I am very
proud of but I don't think about it too
much," Ching said. "All I care about
is our team's success and I just try to
contribute as much as 1 can."
The last two years have been
good for the golf team but have ended
leaving the team wanting more. Two
years ago, the team made its first NCAA
National Championship appearance
and finished
13th. Last year, the
team took the experience from the
year before into the NCAA National
Championship in Chattanooga, Tenn.

At the NCAA tournament, the
top eight teams advance to the match
play elimination portion of the event
to determine a winner. In the stroke
play qualifying rounds, the Toreros
were in a tough battle to finish inside
the top eight. USD ended up finishing
in a tie for the eighth with Stanford
and Arizona State. In an effort to break
this tie, the Toreros lost in a playoff by
one shot to Stanford.
All of the focus has been not
only on getting back to the NCAA
tournament but also qualifying for
this match play elimination. Senior
Kenneth McCready knows that his
time left is short.
"Last year was great but we
didn't reach our goals," McCready
said. "I'm stoked to get back this
year and with our team, I know we
have a good chance of winning. With
this being my last year, I want to do
everything I can to help win the title."
With all the players and coaches
focused on achieving the same goal,
this year might just be the one for the
Toreros. If the players can emulate
Mickelson's work ethic, the sky is the
limit.
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Freshman forward Trevor Fuller dunks on the Loyola Marymount Lions in theToreros' 66-63 victory lastThursday in the Jenny Craig Pavilion

Toreros lose heartbreaker to Pepperdine
USD to battle No. 23 Saint Mary s on ESPN 2

BASKET, continued from FRONT
PAGE
free-throw line leading by three with
less than five
seconds remaining.
However, a Chris Gabriel miss on
the front end of a plus-one opened up
the door for Pepperdine to throw in
a 40-footer at the buzzer to send the
game into overtime. The Toreros lost
all momentum, limping home to a 7063 defeat in the extra period.
"Devastating" was the word
head coach Bill Grier used to describe
the loss.
Even with USD's struggles this
season, this weekend will still go
down as one of the most successful
48-hour stretches of the 2010-2011
campaign.

Grier and the rest of the Toreros
believed that they might have had
something going after their exciting
victory against the Lions Thursday
night. Despite the recurring theme of
back-and-forth home games that USD
had found ways to lose this season,
the Toreros were able to make enough
clutch plays at the end of the game to
pull out the rare win.
Junior Matt Dorr and sophomore
Ken Rancifer each scored 12 points
against LMU, but the night belonged
to the rapidly improving Gabriel.
The sophomore center, whose heart
surgery this summer greatly limited his
off-season conditioning, contributed
21 points and six rebounds in just 20
minutes, leading the Torerosto victory.
"Finally, finally," Gabriel said.

"It feels great to break out."
"Break out" is exactly what
Gabriel did, making 10 of his 16
field goal attempts on a variety of
inside moves that displayed his great
potential.
Tied at 63 with less than 40
seconds remaining, USD relied on
Gabriel, who converted a clutch
jumper to give the Toreros the lead for
good. Rancifer added one of two free
throws in the closing seconds, and a
last second three-pointer by the Lions'
Drew Viney made nothing but air as
the buzzer sounded.
Eerily, USD found itself in a
very similar situation on Saturday
night against Pepperdine. After
Gabriel failed to seal the game at the
line while leading 57-54, the Toreros

Photo by Phoebe Gurrola

Redshirt sophomore Chris Gabriel uses his new-found confidence to roar back against the Lions lastThursday.

forced the Waves' Mychel Thompson
into a desperation heave from well
behind the three-point line. The shot
failed to hit rim as it sailed through
the net, removing every ounce of
wind from USD's sails.
The overtime session was all
Thompson, as the senior scored
Pepperdine's first 12 points in the
final five minutes to help his team.
USD's defense failed to figure out
how to counteract Thompson's ability
to come off screens, allowing him
to spot up for jumpers from all over
the perimeter. After scoring only two
points in the first half, Thompson
finished with a game-high 25 points.
For the second straight Saturday,
USD senior Devin Ginty notched a
career-high in points, scoring 23 with

the help of five three-pointers.
However, while Thompson was
lighting up the Jenny Craig Pavillion,
the Torero guard managed one free
throw as the USD offense failed to
answer the bill.
"This one hurts more than any
of the others," Ginty said. "If we win
this game, who knows, maybe we get
on a roll."
Roll or not, USD will be on
their way to the Bay Area to take on
the University of San Francisco Dons
tonight at 7:30 p.m. The Toreros then
battle the Broncos of Santa Clara
University on Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
USD will be featured on national
television next Wednesday against
Saint Mary's on ESPN 2 at the JCP.
at 7:30 p.m.

Alexandra Green/The Vista

Junior guard Darian Norris drives toward the basket for a layup in theToreros' victory over LMU lastThursday.
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Laura Claus, a native ofWiesbaden, Germany, led theToreros to their upset of the No. 15 Huskies this past weekend

Women's tennis upsets No. 15 Washington
Sophomore Laura Claus carries the Toreros to victory
By Steven Mendnke
The USD women's tennis
team upset the No. 15 University of
Washington Huskies this past Sunday
after a rough showing at the ITA
Kickoff Weekend in Los Angeles the
previous week. The USD women
lost in close matches with UCLA and
conference rival Pepperdine in the
ITA kickoff, but bounced back against
the Huskies. Sophomore Laura Claus
carried the Toreros on her back as she
led them to victory.
Claus came to USD all the way
from Germany because she loved
the atmosphere of the campus and its
great academic reputation. But the
influence of assistant coach Patricia
Tarabini, who attained a ranking

as high as fourth in her career as a
professional tennis player, was the
biggest reason Claus came to USD.
Last year, in her first season at
USD, Claus achieved a record of 13-7
in singles play, and improved as the
year went on, continuing to do so over
the summer. This record, however,
was not good enough for Claus and
the Toreros.
"The team's goal is to win
the West Coast Conference and go
on to play in the NCAA playoffs,"
Claus said. "The women's tennis
team is a close-knit bunch, full of
diversity, as seven of the nine girls are
international."
Indicative of their No. 67 ranking
this season, Claus felt that the team
had improved a lot since last year.
"In terms of our skill, we are a

top 30 team, but our mental toughness
is lacking," Claus said. "The talent
is there, and with experience we will
become a better overall team."
Claus felt that while the team
is very close with one another, the
chemistry in doubles play needed
to improve, as well, in order for the
Toreros to be more successful.
Even after two very close losses
to top five UCLA and conference
rival Pepperdine, the women put out a
valiant effort and proved that they can
compete with the top teams.
"As we begin to build chemistry,
we will start to win the close matches,"
Claus said. "That is the difference
between the good teams and the great
teams. Once we begin to rise to the
occasion and win the close games, we
will be able to beat anyone."

Going into last Sunday's game
against the No. 15 Huskies, the
Toreros were very confident in their
ability to compete against a more
than capable opponent.
When game time approached,
the women were more than prepared.
In doubles play, the Toreros were able
to gain a crucial point by winning two
out of three matches. The doubles
pairs of Josymar Escalona and
Claus, and Maja Sujica and Anna
Depenau were both able to dominate
their opponents winning 8-4 and 8-1
respectively.
Leading the overall score 1-0
going into singles play, the Toreros
needed to win just three out of six
singles matches in order to come
away with a huge victory. Singles
play was extremely intense, and the

first five matches fell in Washington's
favor, 3-2.
With the Toreros' win in doubles
play, the overall score was 3-3 going
into the final
match, which was
between
Washington's Samantha
Smith and Claus. Claus displayed
the mental and physical toughness
aforementioned in a match which had
many questionable calls go against
her. Claus rose above the adversity
and won the deciding match in
dramatic fashion, 6-2, 5-7, 7-6 and
7-5 in the tiebreak, giving the Toreros
a colossal win against a powerhouse
program.
This win is sure to give the
Toreros a lot of momentum going into
their next match against the University
of Arizona Wildcats, on Saturday at
10 a.m. in San Diego.

Status update:
the Super Bowl

By Chris Hanneke
Because you haven't already
read 78,974 post-Super Bowl columns,
allow me to write another.
So far, each story seems to go in
one of three directions. First, the Green
Bay Packers' victory solidifies Aaron
Rodgers as the best quarterback in the
NFL. Second, with the win, Rodgers
has erased any memory of Brett Favre
from the collective consciousness of
Packers' fans (Many tie No. I and No.
2 into the same column). Third comes
from a more pessimistic outlook, and
it deals with the labor dispute and the
harsh reality that this may be the last
professional football we watch for quite
some time.
In the past, these cliched,
mainstream stories were all fans had to
read after The Big Game.
For me, that is exactly what was
most fascinating with this particular
Super Bowl. Instead of being limited to
just these three storylines, social media
sites like Facebook and Twitter have
taken the Super Bowl experience to a
whole new level.
In the old days, and by that I mean
before Facebook, you went to a Super
Bowl party with whatever friends you
could get together, and you watched
the game, enjoyed the commercials,
ate unhealthy food and (if you were old
enough) drank a lot of beer. The game
ended and you went home to watch
Sportscenter for the analysts' opinions.
It wasn't until the next day that you
could talk about it with your friends at
school or at work. However, because it
was easier to limit how much news you
read about the game, you didn't feel
overwhelmed by the fact that the media
was essentially repackaging the same

three post-Super Bowl storylines.
But Facebook and Twitter have
changed that. The newsfeeds create
a situation where you are no longer
limited to the conversation within the
Super Bowl party and within the major
media outlets. Now, you can get the
opinion of your friends from literally
across the country. In a way, Facebook
and Twitter have become the biggest
Super Bowl party of all.
1 can certainly vouch for this. I
spent much of my time during the game
checking my phone for Twitter updates,
as well as for Facebook friends' status
updates. It doesn't mean I didn't enjoy
the Super Bowl party I was at, it just
means that in this day and age, I enjoyed
following everyone else's opinions of
the game just as much as those that I
was in immediate contact with.
This year's Super Bowl broke
last year's record for being the most
watched television event in TV history.
It is obviously somewhat of a stretch to
claim that this is a result of Facebook
and Twitter, but it's hard to argue that
it hasn't played some role the past two
years.
Almost every Facebook status
was about the Super Bowl on Sunday.
Even those who aren't normally fans of
the game want to become a part of it
because it is what dominates this social
media conversation.
Personally, I love it. There's
always one friend that gets upset
and claims that those cheering for a
particular team are "bandwagoners,"
but who cares? It's the freaking Super
Bowl. Everyone is watching, you'd be
a robot not to have an opinion on the
game. I don't care if you don't know
the backup left tackle for Green Bay,
because 1 don't either. That doesn't
mean we can't have an opinion.
With platforms like Facebook and
Twitter, we can voice those opinions
and have them heard by more people
than any Super Bowl party could ever
provide. This, in turn, allows us to
engage in a conversation that doesn't
center on just one of three story lines.
Does this make the Super Bowl
experience richer for the hundreds of
millions watching at home? In 140
characters or less: yes.

WUNE

Photo by Tom Roth

Redshirt junior guard Ryan Harbour battles his way past Cal State Fullerton defenders in aToreros' 90-76 loss on Dec. 4.

Torero Diary: playing in the moment
By Ryan Harbour
Where to begin? We've had
injuries, illnesses, 33-point losses,
25-point wins, some ups, a lot of
downs and some in-betweens. Yet,
every day when I walk into the locker
room, there are still 16 other guys
sitting there waiting to practice. It's
easy to look at our season so far and
just give up, but not a single guy on
the team has done that. Not a single
guy has looked ahead hoping that next
season would come sooner or wished
that this season had never happened.
Every practice and every game
are full of a group of players who
want to win and know that they can
win. Our team has stuck together and
will continue to for the remainder of
the season.
Being a college level athlete
usually means having a strong history
of success throughout childhood
and high school. Wins, baskets,

touchdowns, goals, tackles and shots
were all part of everyday life.
Now, we as a team are
experiencing something we have
never experienced before. Some
may call this failure, but we call it
adversity. As a team, we have gotten
stronger and closer because of the
struggles of the season, but our team
chemistry has been building and is
showing on the court. I keep hearing,
"You guys always find a way to fight
back," and that's credit to everyone
involved in the program.
We've had some bright spots
this season. We beat a solid Utah
team who has a history of success, we
played some of our best ball against
Cal. State Bakersfield, who has been
playing really well this year and,
although it was a loss, we gave St.
Mary's one of their toughest games
of the year. We've had a rough start
to conference play, but luckily we still
have the second half of the conference
schedule to get some revenge on
some very beatable opponents. As

this season comes to a close, we have
a great chance to make a run at some
late success. We have five out of our
last seven games at home, and the
West Coast Conference is wide open.
All we need is a little momentum
rolling into that WCC Conference
Tournament.
It was great to get our first
conference win against Loyola
Marymount. Shout out to center Chris
Gabriel, who had a huge night against
them, giving us the post presence
we've been searching for all year.
Pepperdine was a roller-coaster
of a game, and I'll leave it at that.
Now, it's on to the Bay Area
to take on San Francisco and Santa
Clara. Coach Grier has stressed to
us this whole year to "play in the
moment" and I think we are finally
figuring out how to do that.
We don't worry about past
mistakes and triumphs or future
possibilities. We just need to work as
hard as we can as a team to make the
moment we're in successful.
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"Sports is human life in microcosm.
HOWARD COSELL

Women's basketball splits weekend road trip
Toreros prevailed at LMLJbut

fell at Pepperdine

By John Sandberg
The USD women's basketball
began the second half of WCC play
with a two-game road trip, beginning
with a victory Thursday night at
Gersten Pavilion in Los Angeles over
Loyola Marymount University.
The Toreros shot 50 percent
from the field and were 21-26 from
the free-throw line. LMU (10-12; 4-4
WCC) led 38-33 at halftime, but USD
came back, thanks in large part to the
play of Dominique Conners.
The junior guard scored a gamehigh 25 points and added a career best
eight assists.
Senior guard Samantha Child
and third-year forward Morgan
Woodrow also added to the point total
for the Toreros, with Child notching
16 points and Woodrow adding 17
points of her own. Child joined senior
forward Emily Hatch as the team
leaders in rebounding, each grabbing
six boards in the game.
USD led for much of the first
half before LMU went ahead with
just under nine minutes left. The
Lions heated up, leading by as many
as 11 points, but the Toreros were not
discouraged.
With key free throws in the final
two minutes of the first half from
Kameron Knutson, Hatch and Nicole
Ballestero, the Toreros were able to
keep the game under control and cut
the deficit to five points at halftime.
USD understood what they had
to do to be successful in the second
half.
"We knew that LMU was a huge
offensive rebounding team," Conners
said. "They had been getting a lot of
easy put backs, so we knew that if
we would stop that, then we could be
very successful."
The Toreros came out with
energy after the break and tied the
game at 47-47 following a Conners
free throw with a little under 15
minutes remaining. A three-pointer by
Woodrow one minute later gave the
Toreros a three-point advantage.
LMU made a run around the
nine-minute mark and led by five with

Alexandra Green/TheVista

Freshman guard Amy Kame dribbles upcourt against the Gonzaga Bulldogs on Jan. 29.

seven minutes left in regulation.
USD responded, and a jumper
by Conners with 5:25 remaining gave
the Toreros a one-point advantage.
They would never look back, going
on to win by a final score of 77-72.
Conners
acknowledged
the
significance of starting off the second
half of conference play with a*win.

www .fflovi®

"It's huge," Conners said. "To Pepperdine jumped out to a quick
15-0 lead. A Hatch layup put the
win on the road is extra special."
The Toreros looked to ride Toreros on the board around the 13th
the momentum of this win into the minute, and from there they made a
weekend as they took on Pepperdine steady comeback. A clutch jumper by
(15-8; 6-3 WCC) for a matchup at Izzy Chilcot brought the Waves' lead
down to four with just under three
Firestone Fieldhouse in Malibu.
USD could not get their early minutes to go in the first half. From
shots to fall against the Waves! as there, Pepperdine made another brief

run and went into halftime leading 3123.
In the opening minutes of the
second half, USD was able to cut
the deficit to three points following
an Amy Kame three-pointer and
field goals from Hatch and Child.
Pepperdine responded with a burst of
scoring.
With 13:32 to play, the Waves
led 49-34, their largest margin of
the game. Despite buckets from
Woodrow, Bennett and Conners, and
despite strong free throw shooting
from Child. Pepperdine continued
to answer with baskets of their own.
Woodrow was fouled with under one
second left on the clock, knocked
down three free throws, but was too
little too late. USD fell to Pepperdine
by a final score of 61 -55.
"Honestly, we just couldn't get
a stop," Woodrow said. "We were
playing good defense, but Pepperdine
is a very quick team and was
penetrating our zone. We controlled
their shooting percentage like we
wanted to, but their penetration is
what hurt us."
With the loss, the Toreros are
now 12-11 overall and have a 2-7
record in conference play. USD shot
44 percent from the field and outrebounded Pepperdine 35-30.
However, USD never led in the
game. Child was the game's high
scorer, posting 15 points to go along
with 10 rebounds. Hatch also added
14 points, as well as six rebounds.
Conners, Woodrow, Kame, Chilcot
and Sara Vanderhorst all contributed
to USD's scoring attack.
Despite the loss, the Toreros
have plenty of positives to take out of
this road trip.
"A lot of players grew up and
gained experience," Woodrow said.
"Every game is a learning experience,
win or loss. This game we realized
that we can't get down on another
team's home floor and try to catch up
the whole game. We are continually
getting better, and that won't change
any time soon."
The Toreros return home to San
Diego to take on the University of
San Francisco tonight at 7 p.m. in the
Jenny Craig Pavilion.
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Sophomore Francesca Finucane competes against San Diego State this past weekend.
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Women's swimming stays optimstic
By Morgan Woodrow
This past Saturday at USD's swim complex, seniors Haley Pittman and Monica Oddo
participated in their final home meet against cross-town rival, San Diego State. The two schools
had met once before in mid-January, but this was the final dual meet for both teams before they
finish with three final meets. These seniors have led a fairly young team together in their respective
events. Pittman, from Dallas, Texas, specializes in the breaststroke, while Oddo, from Glenview,
III., specializes in diving.
Despite this final loss on their home turf for the two seniors on the squad, this season has
been one to remember. "We started the season on a high knowing that last fall, our team earned the
highest GPAof any Division i swimming and diving program in the nation," Pittman said. "We also
beat our long-time rival UCSD for the first time in eight years."
Both seniors finished their swimming careers as top three medalists. Oddo earned a second
place finish on the one-meter board, followed by a fourth place finish on the three-meter board.
Pittman had a second place finish in the 200m breaststroke. These were just two of the outstanding
performances in the unfortunate loss to San Diego State this past Saturday. The women's 200m
medley relay, including Kristyn Deckard, Sarah Geerdes, Kelly Stone and Jacquie Kimmel, placed
third with a time of 1:49.03. Also finishing third was Emily Lightcap in the women's 1000m
freestyle. The Toreros continued to succeed as they stole the top two spots in the fourth event, the
women's 200m freestyle.
After the fourth event, the Toreros struggled to grab more than one of the top three medals.
However, in the last five events, the Toreros dominated, winning four out of the five. Melissa
Andruzzi (2:24.99), Pittman (2:28.08) and Sandrine Urias (2:33.92) swept the 200m breaststroke.
Following that, Milica Ostojoc, Lightcap and McKenzie Tolan also swept the 500m freestyle race.
Finishing out the day was the 100m butterfly and 200m individual medley in which Toreros took the
top five spots in each race.
Although the Toreros lost 150-136, they fought hard in their last meet at the USD swim
complex. Pittman and Oddo competed to try and get their final win to round out their swimming and
diving career at USD.
"Before the meet this weekend, I didn't feel much different than the way I feel before any other
dual meet," Pittman said. "I don't think it has hit me that this season and my swimming career are
so close to ending."
However, this was not the final meet for the two seniors and the Toreros. They have the Senior
Classic, hosted by the Jewish Community Center, in La Jolla on Feb. 18 to 21.
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Men's tennis fights back
after tough loss to USC
By Dane Cummaro

Jackson for the team lead.
USD continued to battle hard in
the final two singles matches as No.
18 Nguyen squeaked by Pohlmann
The USD men's tennis team spent 2-6, 6-3, 1-0 (13-11). And, at long
last Friday afternoon in Los Angeles, last, No. 84 Lucassen would put
where the second ranked Trojans had USD away for good by finishing
no trouble dismantling USD as they off freshman Emilio Mora 6-4, 6-4,
achieved a 6-1 victory in a dual match concluding the match.
A tough outing for the Toreros-,
at their home stadium.
The Toreros (3-2) could only no one can deny that. But, as they say,
muster two wins on the day, with one "the show must go on."
USD took this to heart as they
win each in both singles and doubles.
But as the matches began, it squared off with No. 62 UC Santa
seemed that USD was poised for Barbara to round out the weekend.
an upset. Dean Jackson and Patrick The Toreros outclassed the Gauchos
Pohlmann, the doubles pair ranked in every facet of the game, sweeping
seventh nationally, opened play with their way to victory 6-0.
The teams did not play doubles,,
an impressive 8-3 win over USC's
which turned out to be nothing more
Steve Johnson and Ray Sarmiento. It
was a vintage Jackson and Pohlmann than a trivial detail as Pohlmann and
performance, as they dominated the Jackson stormed out of the gates
match from start to finish.
USD's with back-to-back singles victories.
peerless pair is now 12-2 on the year. Pohlmann cruised to an effortless 6-2,
Not even the USC juggernaut (6-0) 6-2 win.
Jackson, on the other hand,
could slow them down.
But this is as good as it would had to struggle, but was victorious
get for the Toreros, as Jackson and nonetheless, winning 6-4, 4-6,
Pohlmann were the day's pinnacle. 6-1. Jackson showed the heart of a
Put plainly, it wouldn't be near enough champion by not only dealing with a
tough adversary, Alex Konigsfeld, but
on this particular day.
Following the Jackson and also simply polishing him off when it
Pohlmann victory, the matches started mattered most in the final set.
The rest of the team followed the
to spiral downward very quickly.
Clark Spinosa and Thibaut Visy resounding example set by Jackson
started the trend, losing 8-3 to Trojans and Pohlmann as they swept through
the rest of the competition. Nikola
Jaak Poldma and J.T. Sundling.
The Trojans then clinched the Bubnic def. Benjamin Recknagle 4-6,
doubles point with a win over the No. 6-6, 6-1; Thibaut Visy def. Taylor
2 spot, as Emilio Gomez and Daniel Chavez-Goggin 6-2, 6-5; Clark
Nguyen defeated Nikola Bubnic and Spinosa def. Max Glenn 7-5, 6-4; and
Emilio Mora def. Phillip Therp 6-2,
Nils Schine, 8-6.
The singles matches only added 7-6.
It should be noted that with a
insult to injury. USC won the first
three singles matches, as Johnson pair of victories, Visy and Jackson
defeated No. 31 Jackson in straight remained tied on USD's team leader
sets 6-3, 6-2. No. 84 Poldma defeated board, both notching 16 wins apiece.
It truly was a remarkable way for
Bubnic 7-5,6-1 and No. 91 Sarmiento,
defeated Spinosa 6-2, 7-5. After this USD to get back in the saddle after
three-pronged attack, the victory was their tough outing against USC. In
signed, sealed and delivered for the a tough weekend of tennis, the team
showed true grit. And for that, they
Trojans.
However, the USD players should feel comfortable taking a bow.
USD will try to keep that winning
showed a lot of resolve following the
loss. With the match in hand, Visy sensation alive as they face the
pulled out the lone singles victory University of New Mexico Lobos in
for the Toreros by besting Gomez in Tucson, Ariz., on Saturday for a pair
straight sets 6-4, 6-3. And with that of duals matches with the Lobos and
win, his 15th on the year, Visy tied University of Arizona Wildcats.
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